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CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS
IN NORTH AMERICA:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

PROBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, INC.

P.O. Box-1258 Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159-1258 USA
Phone: 917-767-4632 718-805-4941  718-441-4883

Web: www.pbcausa.org
President: Joseph D’ Costa
Registered non-profit organization 501(c)(3).

General Secretary: Richard Biswas

SOURCE AND SOLUTIONS INC. ( COOPERATIVE SOCIETY)
P.O. Box- 3691 Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163-3691 USA
Phone: 609-936-1194  718-429-3971

President: Mr. Norbert Mendes General Secretary: Mr. Paul B. Bala

BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION

743 Northampton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20903 USA
Phone : 301-439-7541
President:

Email: imukti@yahoo.com
Mr. Simon Pereira General Secretary: Mr. Bablu Rozario
CHRISTIAN JUBO SHAMAJ

1350 Windmill Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20905, USA

Phone: 301-384-4921  301-431-1942 Email: ustadzee @yahoo.com
Contact: ~ Mr. Collins Gomes Mr. Samual D'Costa

BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN COOPERATIVE SOCIETY

808 Cannon Road, Silver Spring, MD 20904

Phone: 301-879-3108  301-431-3133

President : Mr. Subash C. Rozario General Secretary : Mr. Felix Gomez

CANADA:

BANGLADESH CATHOLIC ASSO. OF ONTARIO, CANADA
31 Beacon Hill Road, Etobicoke, ON M9V 2K8 CANADA

Phone: 416-745-4650 416-269-1656

President : Mr. Pascal Gomes General Secretary: Mr. James Gomes (Uzzal)
BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN COOPERATIVE OF ONTARIO, INC.
155 Linden Avenue, Toronto, ON M1K 3J1, CANADA

Phone: 416-267-5221  416-691-3153 Email: bceso2000@hotmail.com
President: Dr. David H. Mazumdar ~ Gen. Secretary: Mr. Gabriel S. Rozano
BANGLADESH CATHOLIC ASSO. OF CANADA, MONTREAL

805 Boul. Ste. Croix

St. Laurent, Montreal, Quebec, QC H4L 3X6 CANADA

Phone: 514-748-2762

Acting President: Mr. Sunil Gomes General Secretary: Mr. William Gomes

BERMVUDA:

BENGALI CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, BERMUDA
35 Happy Valley Road

Pambrook HM 12 Hamilton, BERMUDA

Phone : 441-296-8336  441-296-6587
Mr. Robin Deesa

President: General Secretary: Mr. Patrick Gomes
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VICE-PRESIDENT : PROVA GONSALVES
GENERAL SECRETARY : RICHARD BISWAS
JOINT SECRETARY : WILLIAM GOMES
TREASURER : XAVIER GOMES
ASST. TREASURER : DANIEL GOMES
JOINT CULTURAL SECRETARY : LITON GREGORY
JOINT CULTURAL SECRETARY : PROBIR DESA
ORGANIZING SECRETARY : SIRUS ROZARIO
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BOARD OF ADVISORS:
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Did you know that Twelve days after
Christmas is known as Twelfth Night
or Epiphany and in Latin countries it
is Dia de los Reyes Magos? It was
on this night that the three kings
made it to Bethlehem to present
their gifts to the newborn Jesus.
They brought gold, frankincense
and myrrh.

In latin countries, on January
5th th three wise men are added to

o S

‘@I (7 TS S AT T
araeg faams o nfecg fe
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The Epiphany
- Tony Rozario, Woodside, NY

the nativity scene §#
and children leave &
their shoes by the
door and hope for §
fruits, candy, and g
trinkets to be left &
inside them by the §&
Wise Men. Some
countries give
presents on this
day rather than on &%
Christmas Day. In™
Mexico, La Rosca
de Reyes a sweet
circular cake is
served with a doll

baked inside representing the baby

Jesus and is served with hot choco-
late. The person who finds the baby
in their slice is to host the forthcom-
ing celebration Candelaria or
Candlemas on February 2nd. It is on
Candlemas that the nativity scene
and all the Christmas decorations
are put away.

In the USA as well as most of

3 Wbl et it Sl %
us, eat cake, sweets, and many dif-

ferent special foods during
Christmas time. We also usually
give our gifts on Christmas day. By
the 5th of January, we have most of
our decorations put away. We have
many special customs that we follow
during the Christmas times, and
now you know some other people
have and follow.
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The Changing Face of the PBCA Cabinet

BRI AR T AR, 4N 4,

- Samuel C. Quiah, Kew Garden, NY

The Probhashi Bengali Christian
Association (PBCA) has offered its
members, for years, a space where
community members of a common
faith and culture could gather
together to practice, conserve and
pass on their traditions. The
Association provides a wide range
of events in which, members can
participate, from cultural event plan-
ning, picnics, to Christian and
Catholic services, recreational activ-
ities, and trips. While the vast major-
ity of PBCA events have always
included a youth component, it was
not until recently that Probhashi
sought the input of young people in
planning its programs.

In years past, a young person,
who grew up in the United States,
would shy away from any serious
involvement in the PBCA, citing that
they did not desire to be in the com-
pany of conservative "aunties and
uncles." Participating for young peo-
ple meant just showing up to an
event, saying hello to relatives, and
occasionally dancing in one of our
cultural programs. This level of par-
ticipation was accepted as the norm
by the majority of our community's
elders and adults, as most of our
youth during the beginnings of
PBCA, were young adolescents and
teens. However, as our young com-
munity members gradually moved
on to college and professional
careers, it became more apparent
that PBCA efforts to engage young
adults, to assume community lead-
ership positions was severely lack-
ing. This, however, would soon
change.

Being a child of immigrants, and
an immigrant myself, | was well
aware of the struggles and hurdles
my parents had to persevere
through, to acclimate to their newly
adopted home. All immigrant fami-
lies, to some extent, go through
financial hardships. It is inevitable
that immigrant families, through trial
and error, will experiment with differ-
ent jobs, homes, and varying meth-
ods of raising their children and pre-
serving their culture. While most of
our community members have suc-
cessfully obtained jobs, it is the sys-

tem by which, we preserve of cul-
ture, that has become an increasing
point of contention between young
Bengalis and their parents.

So what is the PBCA to do when
the young generation has increas-
ingly felt alienated from their cultural
conduit? It is a question that was
taken quite seriously by PBCA cabi-
nets of the past two years. New
Probhashi  presidents,  Simon
Gomes and Joseph D'Costa thought
very hard about a new direction, a
new vision, one that would put
PBCA on track to meet the needs of
a younger generation. So what
course of action was taken?

Putting it quite simply, they
asked young people like me to come
aboard and help. More importantly,
they ensured me that my voice, my
opinion, as a young person mat-
tered, and was needed for the
healthy  functioning of  our
Association. Not only did they reach
out to me, but several other young
Bengalis in their late teens and
twenties. No longer are young peo-
ple just being asked to be a specta-
cle for viewing in a show, or to be an
MC at a holiday party, only to disap-
pear till the next big showcase. Now,
young cabinet members are over-
seeing the planning, budgeting,
public relations, recreational, and
advancement aspects of PBCA
functioning.

This was my first year as an
elected member of the PBCA cabi-
net. |, like many of my young peers
would, pondered whether or not the
Probhashi space would be for me. |
thought, what if my voice gets
drowned in a sea of elders, and my
participation is seen as irrelevant?
Yet, as | attended my first few meet-
ings | very quickly discovered the
very warm, caring nature of the cab-
inet members and their willingness
to listen. Not only did | develop
working relationships with my fellow
cabinet members, but great friend-
ships. The cabinet always work in
teams, and looks out for one anoth-
er, but most importantly, we are
always seeking for innovative ways
to help advance our community. By
no means is PBCA a utopia, but all

the tools and support systems are
there for a young person to thrive
and develop into a bonafide commu-
nity leader.

| have come to think of myself
as a progressive, or radical thinker.
Never was | much for small talk and
gossip, therefore, | presumed |
would never fit into the mix at PBCA.

But, to my own surprise, | have
been even more impressed by how
the new faces of PBCA have put
personal differences aside, and
have focused on the common goal
of community development. We
realize this happens in so many
ways that | can honestly say if a
young person has a new idea for
PBCA to explore, we are more than
willing to see if it is a possibility. |
highly encourage teenagers and col-
lege students to volunteer for some
events, or get involved in the plan-
ning process, in whatever small way
you can contribute. As the cabinet
gets younger, our agenda becomes
more progressive and representa-
tive of the community we serve. So,
the future of our community lies in its
youth.

We as Bengali Christians,
seemingly always find ourselves in a
crisis of identity. We are, by national
origin, from a country where we are
seen as a minority, and marginalized
from reaching our full potential.
Conversly, in the United States we
are part of a religious Christian
majority, but find ourselves again as
the minority, being brown skinned
peoples. Furthermore, when we look
to our Pakistani, and Indian brothers
and sisters, for community, we are
commonly misunderstood as those
who have "sold out" to western
imperialists. Finding pride in your
cultural identity does not have
through the acceptance of others. It
can come from within our communi-
ty, and your willingness to make it
the best space possible. We at the
cabinet look forward to meeting new
faces everyday, so please feel free
to send us an e-mail, visit our web-
site, or call us. We are here as
resource for you, and you for us.
May the holiday season bring bless-
ings to you all.
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BANGLADESH THEN AND BANGLADESH NOW

- Blin Gonsalves, New York

Bangladesh is our homeland,
our origin and our identity. A piece of
our heart and soul will always be
there in our homeland. It is obvious
that we always have a curiosity and
eagerness to know as to how our
family members, close relatives,
friends, and community people are
doing in Bangladesh. We all like to
know as to how the global techno-
logical development changing our
economic, social system, communi-
cation and overall life style in
Bangladesh. We now get all news
through different News Networks
that are available now. However,
the high emotions, excitement,
pleasure, bond involved in a person-
al visit to our homeland and the fist
hand knowledge that one gets
through that visit is incomparable
and invaluable. | recently visited
Bangladesh after sixteen and a half
years. | could not resist my tempta-
tion to share my experience with all
the readers of this magazine. |
guess, we get full value of a joy by
sharing that joy with others.

| made a trip to Bangladesh in
January 2003 after sixteen and a
half years.

During my stay for about two
and a half months | visited Dhaka,
Chittagong, Cox's bazar, Diang,
Chandraghona, Kaptai and
Noakhali. | noticed a remarkable dif-
ference in Bangladesh from what |
saw 16 years ago. Certainly there is
progress in many areas but there is
also decline in many areas. | will try
to highlight the both positive and
negative aspects that | have
observed.

Positive Development:

Because of technological develop-
ment and the globalization of tech-
nologies, there is certainly more
opportunities in Bangladesh now for
growth and development for some in
Bangladesh. | have noticed that
there are many people in
Bangladesh leading probably much
better life then most of us in the
USA. | was amazed to see the fash-
ionable shopping malls, commercial
and residential buildings, various
restaurants, and the modern mar-
kets. There are many prestigious
American educational institutions
now in Bangladesh.

There are definitely more job
and business opportunities available
now compared to what | saw six-
teen years ago.

| last visited Bangladesh in
December1987 during our daugh-
ter's wedding. At that time Video
cameras, DVDs, other musical
equipments and appliances were
rare in the market, it was very
expensive even then | had to buy
one Panasonic Video Camera for
my daughter's wedding ceremony
which cost me about % 1400, but
now any one can afford to buy a
Video Camera. At that time there
were no cell phones, but instead
there were beepers.

Computers were just a new
invention in the market. Sending E-
mails were not that common. But
gradually the art of communications
around the world improved signifi-
cantly. Now there are Phone Cards,
Satellite Dishes, Cell Phones, as if
the whole universe has become
very close and within everybody's
reach. All these technological devel-
opment is now available in
Bangladesh.

Like in this country computer is
now gradually becoming affordable
for many people in Bangladesh to
be a household item like Television,
Refrigerator and other household
items. Cell phone is now available in
remote rural Bangladesh. Due to
the improvement of global media
networks, satellite and dish commu-
nications people in Bangladesh now
have access to more international
programs. They have more choices
of programs to select and watch. As
a matter of fact most people now
watch more Indian and international
programs then our own
Bangladeshi programs.

The rail and bus communica-
tions between Dhaka and other dis-
tricts specially
with Chittagong has improved.
There are express trains and luxury
buses from Dhaka to other districts.
As such, the communuting time
from Dhaka to other districts have
been reduced to a great extent. |
heard people from Arikhola, Nagori,
Pubail and other areas adjacent to
Dhaka now commute daily to and
from Dhaka to their work places.

The communication between
India and Bangladesh is much clos-
er now.

Therefore, many in
Bangladeshi's can afford to go to
India for better
treatment. Certainly, many people
are benefitting from this closer
relationship.

Negative Aspect/Effect

There is certainly some progress
but unfortunately this progress is not
happening evenly. Specially, the
people who have enough income
from businesses and other sources
are leading a very high level aristo-
cratic and sophisticated life style, liv-
ing in modern houses with expan-
sive foreign made furniture and lat-
est model cars. Their children are
being educated in
American educational institutions
whereas majority middle class peo-
ple are surviving from hand to mouth
and the poor are barely surviving. In
other words, there is increasing
inequalities between rich and poor.
The gap between rich and poor are
rapidly widening. The rich are get-
ting even richer and the poor getting
poorer.

The overall road communication
is still needs lot more improvement.
The roads, highways and city streets
remain to be a major problem. There
is lack of proper planning, coordina-
tion, and political will to improve this
condition. The roads and communi-
cation within the Dhaka and major
cities still remains to be night mare.
Cities like Dhaka and Chittagong are
overcrowded. And there is always
terrible jams. Trains, buses, rick-
shaws, baby taxies are overcrowded
at all times.

Most of the country's develop-
ment is still confined in and around
Dhaka and other major cities. The
Government of Bangladesh has so
far been unable to decentralize the
developments in rural districts like
Noakhali. There are hardly any
development activities in Noakhall.
There is no employment opportuni-
ties in Noakhali. As such, people
from Noakhali are rapidly relocating
in major cities. Our total local
Noakhali Christian population has
been reduced dramatically. There
are many Christian houses (bari) in
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Noakhali either empty or have care
takers. Some of the bari's have only
one or two old family members. |If
this downward trend continues |
wonder if there will be any
Christians left in Noakhali in the
foreseeable future.

This is probably true for many other
villages.

The global media networks,
satellite communications and tech-
nological development is influenc-
ing/draining our culture, disintegrat-
ing our identity and spirit of our cul-
ture | have noticed a drastic change
in our norms, values and culture. It
seems young people are now more
westernized as they are getting
more exposed to the western cul-
ture. This is a significant negative
effect of globalization of information.
People's life style and way of think-
ing have changed dramatically.
Their attitude, nature, feelings,
beliefs, more surprisingly their life
style have changed totally. They try
to resemble the western culture the
beauty of our country is their shy-
ness and simplicity in every respect
of life but now that behavior have
disappeared there is more open-
ness in every young people that |

met. Fellow feeling have totally
vanished everybody is busy to
achieve monetary gains by any
means, good or bad, to show off in
the modern society we are now in
a complex, competitive and
advanced world which drives
everybody to become rich and
famous in anyway we can. |t
seemed to me that our traditional
family and social values are now
being eliminated in the new genera-
tion

Human respect is another great
quality of every human living beings
which has totally changed. The word
respect has no meaning in the pres-
ent society Who has money has
respect, regardless of who they are.
Seniors have no place in the mod-
ern society. The young generations
thinks they know more than any-
body else, regardless of their educa-
tional background, and other worldly
experience.
Conclusion

The great accomplishments of
this information age, which short-
ened time, distances and shrank the
world, should not determine the
guidelines of our civilization or
reshape our national culture. We

BRI AR T AR, 4N 4,

should not loose our identity. We
must be able to preserve our cul-
ture, our traditions and our values
that we are so proud of. This global-
ization of technology and informa-
tion must be combined with signifi-
cant educational, social and eco-
nomic support for everyone that
could make our culture flourish
alongside foreign cultures.
Everyone should have the opportu-
nity to integrate into this develop-
ment process and flourish with the
rest of the world. So they can enjoy
the Dbenefit of this growth.
Obviously, with technological devel-
opment and the world coming closer
people's need and want have also
increased. It is unfair to increase
their appetite and leaving them
unequal in their ability to satisfy that
appetite. Many millions of people in
Bangladesh is yet to benefit from
this development. To me HOME is a
place where everyone has the equal
opportunity to prosper.

Hope you will find it interesting.

Thanking you for your support
and help to improving our
Bangladesh Christian Community in
New York.

Tepantori 2004 - Christmas Edition

Probashi Bengali Christian Association, USA




(SATBA 008 - IBHF 7

BRI AR T AR, 4N 4,

In loving memory of my father Raphael Gomes

o’

Like many of us, my parents
came to the United States to give
their children a better future. By
childhood, it was ingrained in me
that a better life comes from a good
education. This mantra was so
deep rooted that | even got away
with not doing any household
chores as long as | received straight

As | could have never made
it this far with out my family's loving
support, especially that of my mom
and dad. My accomplishments are
not merely my own, but more so
theirs.

So for all you young kids
who are being raised in America, my
message is to you. It takes a lot of
hard work and dedication to make it
here, but all your sweat and tears
will definitely be worth it. Don't let
money come in your way. | paid for
my own education. | worked part-
time jobs since | was in high school
and | still work now. It is possible;
America is the land of opportunity
and you must find your own path.
No matter what obstacles you face,
never give up.

So how does one become a
medical doctor in the US? Well, you
start off by going to a 4 year college.
There you fulfill your premedical
requirement: one year of Physics,
Biology, Chemistry, Organic

(First Probashi Santa Clause)

Elizabeth Hema Gomes, MD, MPH
Chemistry, Math (usually Calculus),
and English. You can major in any-
thing you want; it need not be the
sciences. | highly recommend
exploring your interests in and out-
side school. For me, | volunteered
at hospitals and mastered
BharathaNatyam. Dancing is what
kept my sanity throughout the years.
Medicine cannot be all that you do.
To have a rich life you must have
outside interests.

Getting back to being a doc-
tor. While completing undergrad,
you take the MCAT (Medical College
Admission Test). You, then, apply to
medical school. Getting into med-
ical school is very competitive, so
expect it. They look at your grades,
your MCAT scores, and your
extracurricular activities.

During medical school, you
spend the first 2,
years learning!
from books. It's:
like being in col-!
lege again, but.
much more vig-!
orous. The next;
2 years are your
clinical rotations, |
during  which:
you work in the}
hospital with real :
patients.  You,
sample the vari-:
ous fields within;
medicine  like:
internal  medi-;
cine, surgery,:
obstetrics, gyne-!
cology, psychia-t
try, pediatrics,!
etc. You also:
take national!
board exams for:
medical licens-!
ing (USMLE
Step 1 and Step,
2). At the end of i

4 years of medical school and suc-
cessfully passing your licensing
exams, you finally graduate; you are
a doctor. This is where | am now.
The next step is residency.
During this time you are trained in a
particular field: internal medicine,
surgery, emergency medicine, etc.
This ranges from 3 to 7 or more
years depending your specialty.
Yes, it is a long process,
however it is worth it. | may be the
first in our small community to travel
this road, but | pray that many more
will follow. We come here to the US
leaving family and home behind.
These hardships pay off when par-
ents see their children as profes-
sionals, be it doctors, lawyers, engi-
neers... We, as a community, must
continue to make great strides.
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"Words have the most Hypnotic
power in this world”
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| am 12 years old. My name is
Eliza. This is my report about my
neighbor who is 72 years old. You
see | hear she solved a big crime
and all sorts of things about her. So,
| have decided to interview her and
find out the truth.

It is now 10:04 a.m. (6-7-2064).
She welcomes me in and | cut to the
important facts. | asked her about all
the rumors (was it all true?) She
looked at me with her dark, mysteri-
ous eyes and asked, "Do you know
my name, young lady?" | replied,
"Ms. Dais, right?" She said, "Yes,
but you may call me Virginia."

So she began her story as such.
.. "Parts of the rumors are true. It
was back at the year 2000 or 2001
to tell the truth. | met this girl names
Augustina Reyes. Yes, | remember..
. first time | spoke to her, | asked her
for her schedule, and the next thing
| know we start being the best of
friends.

She and | use to have the deep-
est and most unusual conversa-
tions. While most of our female
peers had conversations about their
hair, make up, and boys, we had
conversations about life, death, the
supernatural and such.

When that first year past and the
next year came we changed a lot. |
mean things and situations changed
a lot, you know what I'm saying? But
see the way things changed were a
little odd. You see everything went
wrong and Augustina and | strug-
gled a lot, but one thing that was
very astonishing was how our
friendship was getting stronger
every second. We reached a point
where the mere thought of us never
seeing each other would shred us
apart inside. We were like sister. |
remember when people use to even
confuse us because we spend so
much time together. So, you see
how much we meant to each other.

One day we were talking and
she said, "Just incase we don't end
up in the same high school next year
of if we never see each other again,
let us promise to at least try and stay
in touch." | suggested that she not

The Truth About Ms. Virginia
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- Mekrina Costa, Laurel, Maryland

worry about that because | will
always keep in touch with her. In the
mist of our conversation Brandon
came along and gave us a strange,
vexed look and said, "Hi."

(I, Eliza interrupted, "Who is
Brandon., Ms.Virginia?")

Virginia continued, "Oh!
Brandon was Augustina's childhood
friend." They had known each other
their whole lives while | knew her for
only about two years, yet Brandon
was never as close to Augustina as
| was.

Anyhow, the next year we luckily
managed to go the same high
schooL High school was very differ-
ent for us compared to middle
school. For one, we had more free-
dom in high school. As | remember,
one day we saw a movie in class, it
was about how to give messages or
something. | don't remember clearly
about the movie but | do remember
the idea it gave me. | went to
Augustina and | told her that if we
were ever in danger and were killed
to pull out our friendship necklace
and hold it in our hand as tight as
possible. | know it sounds incredibly
weird and silly but the again.
Augustina and | were weird.

After high school we were look-
ing for colleges, when one day
Augustina got a letter that said she
inherited some money and a house,
which had a nice oceanfront We
were both so happy but the problem
was that it was very far away.
Augustina didn't want to go alone
and | didn't want to go at all. | was
very ambitious and | knew where |
wanted to be in life. | wanted to
attend college and have a career.
Augustina, on the other hand didn't
have a clue to what she wanted.
She told me that this was a chance
of a lifetime for her, but she wasn't
sure if she wanted to take it.
Although, soon she was going to
blear of what she wanted to do,
thanks to Brandon.

You see, as soon as Brandon
heard about all this he was more
excited then any one of us. He
insisted; no he demanded that she

go. When Augustina hesitated he
insisted that he would go with her.
And [, well | didn't stop Augustina
because | wanted to see her happy.
Thus, years went past and | was
now a blooming doctor, | was finally
where | wanted to be in life. | was
now twenty-six years old. Six
months later when Augustina turned
twenty-six as well, | gave her a call
and told her that | was on my way to
her place for her birthday. | could
hear the excitement in her voice
after | gave her the news-

After a long trip | finally reached
there. | remember that big breath |
took before | entered through her
front gate, not knowing of what was
going to take place. . .As | entered |
noticed a lot of police surrounding
the place. | dropped my bags and
ran with my heart hitting my chest as
if it was a drum. | went in the middle
in search of an idea of what was tak-
ing place. As | looked, | found
Augustina lying there helplessly. |
dropped down at the result of not
being able to take what was in front
of me. As | watched her there | start-
ed shouting and vyelling. | simply
couldn't accept the situation. As 1
cried there in front of her I noticed
something. - . it was her necklace in
her hand and all | could do at that
time was sit there staring at it, tying
to get a hold of myself. Then | real-
ized what could have been the
shocking truth. You see, it was told
that Augustina committed suicide
but that was not the truth, she was
killed and 1 was convinced. Besides
win would she kill herself on the
same day she had seemed to be
looking forward to? It just didn't add
up. | immediately went to the police
telling them of what the thought.
Brandon pulled me away from the
police, and told them | was just very
emotional so | didn't know what |
was saying. | knew | was right, but
what troubled me was thought of..
who would try and kill Augustina and
why.

| couldn't sleep that night. | kept
thinking over and over again. When
all of a sudden | had a sort of vision.
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In the vision | saw Brandon forcing Augustina into the
ocean and Augustina pulling her necklace and hold-
ing it tight. It was the scariest feeling that ever came
across to me. | got up and started thinking. . .could it
be?

Suddenly | heard someone knocking on my door.
| knew it was Brandon. At that moment! found myself
surrounded by confusion and fear. Yet, | opened the
door and let him in. | asked him quietly, "What is
wrong, Brandon?" Brandon looked at me arid said,
"You know." At that moment | realized that it was he
that it was him that killed Augustina. | was appalled at
the thought | asked him why he would do such a
thing. | simply didn't understand.

Brandon slowly started growing insane and
shouting repeatedly, "You shouldn't have come here,
everything was fine before you showed up and start-
ed being her so called best friend, and it was
because of you that she changed? | was shocked; |
asked him why he killed her and not me. He did not
answer me he just kept telling me that it was my
entire fault. | quickly ran out and headed to the police
station, where | explained the whole situations.

Once all was figured out, Brandon was arrested
for murder. |, | well came back here went on with my
life but till this day | wonder why it wasn't me in place
of Augustina. All, | know now is that Augustina is my
best friend forever and she is in my heart and that
well never change"

Eliza-So that is the truth about Ms. Virginia and
personally it is a tale | will never forget.
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o v A Q) houghts

G (AT SN, RER, ATt - oy O- Rozario
Most virile of b ~ man,
Bl S e oL ) (Fentlest cvea{ur‘:hiﬂwoman.
TR 4Bt IR Qhere love and affection will find a way to mingle,
T o0l ANE — No matter how parents may prohibit and protect.
R (TR A W B irst he solicits the matchmaker,
Skilled in all the art a glib can command,
mmw%— @henpﬁcshzr\gmmalpoms,
PREVCRUCIER Y ol @it by bit tangling the strings of her heart,
WA ZR (W YW At It — e seeks a glimpse of her face, so hard to see,
R SR SR SIS Yistens for a voice as yet unheard,

As his yearning grows more fervid, he smiles in secvet,
As his talks grow more intimate, he feels his heart break,

Wt, (YW VY W (@5 @2, "Tike the jeweled tree in my garden,
a3 W@ It B3, mwl Yike the faithful pine,” he gestures, "I vow to flourish/
Yike the feﬁcitous herbs inmy room,
H IR B mmm’ Yike the golden orchid,” he points, "I promise to be pume!”
TR GHRAT A — B ZNCIF St | And now bodies grow subtfy mild,

Ohere wills (ittle by (ittle aroused,
She dwelling in [oveliness,
‘I charms a match for - -~
e speaks with a quiet elegance, that would shame-~-
Oheir longings begin to race forth wildly,
Ovue passion now is born,
e form resplendent, veplete with beauty,

Her posture tall and stately, with power to topple cities,
She dyes her crimson sleeve in a hundred scents
O he has fallen slave to their fragrance,
OWraps her white fingers tight about his hand

And alveady he is [ost in mazes of emotion,
A woman values her charity,
Ohe completion that comes with the marriage rite,
But they have vowed to be true for a thousand years,
She finds joy in the first night's union,
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Only You

~ Maureen Paul

If you are the sun, I see the sunrise.

If your [ove is the color of twilight sky, ‘I see the sunset.
You are the moon in the midnight of a black blanket
‘which shines when you smile,

Hides when you cry.

Ohe [ight is a hope that gives me a reason to [ive.

’f you are the waves of the sea, I always see your eyes,
Your deceitful eyes pull me towards you.

Jf you are the sounds of raindrops, I always hear yours heartbeats,
Which [et me [ive every second.

If you are the breeze, ‘I always feel your touch;
Your fingers that glide over my hair and neck.
Ohousands of unforgettable moments I have spent with you,
(But you are unaware.

Why are you so far away?)

‘I want to make you a part of me, but you are [eaving me,
Memories, that CI want to keep, but never really had.
Qoyve, that I want to take, but you haven't given me.
You, that [ want to make mine, but can’t have,
What do I haveQ
I don’t know,

But I do know, the person I pray for,

Ohe person ‘I always miss,

Ohe person ‘I have been waiting for is Only you.
Ohough I have found you,

Still you ave [ost.

But I have always known my love;

Only you.
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The Christmas Star

It’s up in the sky!

Way up high

It’s white and bright

It comes out in the night.

On your bed, when you’re lying.

Just quietly say good bye!

By
Stella Priya Gomes
Jersey City, NJ
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An Elephant

An Elephant has . . . &\
Eyes like a rabbits

Legs like a gaint tree trunk
Ears like a gaint hard fan

A trunk like a long tree branch
A memory like ME!

An Elephant is . . .

As wrinkled as my grandma

As stately as prince charming

As slow as a sloth

As heavy as a sumo wrestling

As strong as a Gorilla

By

Coriline Sreeah Rozario
Garner, North Carolina
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AN APPEAL TO SAVE A LIFE

December 14, 2004
Dear Brothers and sisters,

| am Teresa Sima Rozario. | was one of the teachers in S.F.X.
Greenherald International School, Dhaka, Bangladesh. My hus-
band, Alphonsus and | are blessed with a daughter, Christine.

| was diagnosed with blood cancer in Dhaka on Christmas Eve
2003. As there was no treatment in Bangladesh, Alphonsus and |
went to Calcutta, India on the 1st week of January 2004. | got admit-
ted in one of the cancer hospitals in Calcutta, but for better treat-" ‘ e
ment, we flew to Vellore, Tamil Nadu at the end of January. After various tests, | was admit-
ted in Christian Medical College Hospital, during the 2nd week of February. All my brothers
and sister gave blood to see if there was a match for HLA (Tissue type) for the blood stem cells
transplant but did not match with my type. Although I had undergone chemotherapy treatment,
blood stem cells transplant could not be done because the test result was not a match. We
could not find any other donor transplant there, so we came back home, disheartened in the
first week of June 2004.

Now we are settled in New York, USA. Recently | underwent chemotherapy along with anoth-
er drug, both of which were just research study. Unfortunately 100% HLA match (donor) was
found. Some of my cousins have already given blood for HLA test and some will be giving
soon. Many of our relatives and friends have shown their eagerness for the test.

Patients from our Indian sub-continent have very little chance to get a match, as there are very
few donors from our sub-continent enlisted as donors.

So my earnest request to you all is to enlist yourselves as a donor, which shall save a life, if
not mine. At least some one from our community will benefit from this, if a match turns out.

Thanking you all,
Yours sincerely
Teresa S. Rozario

PS: For further information regarding donors, please visit www.marrow.org

How to be a donor

Go to a blood bank and tell them that you want your HLA tissue type tested. They will draw
some blood an insert your result in the bone marrow registry. If any patients result matches
yours, you will be called to donate stem cells, which will either be taken from the blood or from
the marrow? These cells will be given to the patient by inter veins means. Eventually these
cells will settle down in the marrow and start reproducing.

Tepantori 2004 - Christmas Edition - Probashi Bengali Christian Association, USA



