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The First 21st February 1952

- Raymond Gomes (PBCA Adviser), E. Elmhurst, New York

B

I would like to share my memo-
ries with my fellow Bangalees of
that Historic Day that took place
53 years ago from today. To me, it
seems that this Historic Day hap-
pened only yesterday.

I still remember that it was a
normal school day. I was a stu-
dent of class VIII, English medi-
um section. During this period,
St.  Gregory’s High School,
Laxmibazar, Dhaka had two sec-
tions. One was English medium
and the other one Bengali medi-
um.

In spite of being an English
medium student, I still went to
take part in the demonstration to
make Bengali our state language
in place of Urdu as the state lan-
guage of then Pakistan. I believed
it to be my sacred duty to take
part in the Bengali language
movement. | was then 16 years
old. Now I am 70 years old.

My friend from Bengali section,
Shah Mozzem Hossain, our stu-
dent leader asked me to go with
him to Dhaka Medical College to
take part in the demonstration and
chant slogans like ‘“Rastro

Bhasha Bangla Chai, Nurul Amin
Aer Kolla Chai”

I agreed and along with my
cousin brother, Andrew and our
friend Francis Palmer went to
take part in the demonstration for
the Bengali Language Movement.
While we were chanting the slo-
gans, a truck full of policemen
came and told us to stop chanting
the slogans and go back to our
mother’s lap. All of a sudden, the
police opened firing blank shells
in the air, we got frightened and
ran for our lives.

While trying to flee from the
policemen, I fell on the iron grill
sharp fence, cut my index finger
one inch on my left hand and cut
the shin half inch on my right leg.
I was bleeding. My friends took
me to a doctor at a pharmacy, who
gave me first aid to stop the
bleeding.

Thank God, Bangladesh finally
achieved Independence from
Pakistan in December 16, 1971.
With Independence we got our
Mother Tongue Bengali back as
our National Language. Today
our Probashi Bengali Families

SN @ QBT QrAHEE
(AT - Sy AT

b

'‘PBCA’

-

here are having problems with
some of their children who are
leaving home at an early age. |
think one of the main problems is
that there is a communication gap
between Parents and Children.
The communication gap is
because some parents do not
understand English and some
children do not understand
Bengali. Parents should teach
their children to speak and under-
stand Bengali to end the commu-
nication gap.

Mother is the best friend and
teacher, so children should share
their problems and secrets with
their mother, so that an amicable
solution could be worked out.

Therefore, my advice to chil-
dren here is “Ask not what your
parent’s can do for you, what you
can do for them.”

=Y = G
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Dacca Christians in Calcutta
- Julian Gomes, Manhattan, New York
4P S I
Even before 1947 Dacca began to expand around well with bengali - hindies - put
Christians gravitated towards big Calcutta. They spread to on dhoti and sang Rabindra
cities like Calcutta, Delhi and Krishnanagar, Thakurpukur, Sangit, someeven changed their

Bombay. These young men
worked as chefs, soldiers, tai-
lors, morticians and shopkeep-
ers.

1947 brought in a severe eco-
nomic blow to all communities in
this part of the world. At this time
husbands and fathers would be
working in Calcutta, while the
wife and kids remained in Dacca
district. After partition the families
became stranded in the middle
of nowhere. In most cases for
economic reason alone a family
had to opt for Calcutta from open
air, these families were Cram
used into tiny rooms in over-
crowded Calcutta. Some of the
Children were with hit with
dysentery, Typhoid and Malaria.
Life was not a Picnic. In the
words of the Poet, “3%3 <,
@R 6, AiRe TR’ - @3 WRER
gfssa1...” The Dacca Society

Habibpur, Kaorapukur etc.

In spite of everything Calcutta
had some -- of hope. Founded
by job charnock in 1690,
Calcutta was once considered
the “City of Palaces.” - It has
some of the best schools, col-
leges, theatres and hospitals.
Catholics went into education.

St. Lawrence’s, St. Xavier’s and
St. Anthony’s turned out scores
of graduates read to face the
world. The new generation ush-
ered in changes in social and
economic life. The young men
went into teaching, office work,
motor mechanics, police depart-
ment and business. The old pro-
fessions of the kitchen began to
fade away, not completely.

Social life in Calcutta during the
50’s and 60’s was a mixture of
everything. Some of us mixed

names just to fit in. | know one
‘Gomes” who had become a
“‘Mukherjee” overnight! Others
went over to Anglo-Indians and
joint and merged themselves
into narrow, “drain pipe” pants
and the constant Rock-N-Roll
from Elvis. Football still
remained a craze. Christians
and Easter still attracted a full
attendance in St. Theresa’s
Church.

Still something was missing.
People who migrated could
never forget Dacca district -
home sweet home. They always
spoke about life left behind - fish-
ing, boat racing, mango picking
etc and always felt guilty about
the fact that they left people
behind for a better life. Tagore
was correct when he said, “oite
eTtRl FE, G O oIt B |
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Ohe Bad Pay

Caroline Sreeah Q{qzario, North Carolina

Once upon a time there was a girl named Sharon,
She was a bright, pretty and kind gir[. 0) he next daxz
was going to be Sharon's birthday. 0) he next dmz,
birthday girl awoke quickly by her loud alarm clock.
“"0Qoday's my birthday!” She shouted. She cleaned up
and put her favourite birthday outfit on. She ran
down the stairs and waited for fier mother to say,
“(Happy (Birthdaxzf" but instead, she said, “(sood
Morning!” She was kind of sad. *[)id she forgetQ”
Sharon thought. ‘When she walked in her classroom
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nobody said anything. (Not even her teacher! Q)yhe
whole day no one said anything! She thought this was
the worst birthday until she walked in her house door.
She opened her door when everyone popped out and
said ‘(Happxz (Birthday{" Rl he«z had cake, games and
[ots of fun, So that day onward she [earned that some

good comes out of everything/
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Old Path....Old Friends....

- Fr. David E. Schlaver, CSC South Band, Indiana

2

December 28, 2004.

Greetings from the end of the world!

Along with people everywhere we
watch with dismay the results of the
great earthquake and tsunami in South
Asia. What else can happen to add to
the sufferings of the poor? Even Allah
does not know!

I am now in Dhaka, Bangladesh,
where the quake was felt mildly, and
fish ponds and rivers rolled in their
banks. Perhaps aftershocks will dis-
rupt life even more on the southern
coastline, but so far, Bangladesh has
been spared.

On December 15 I arrived “on time”
after the first four flights were long
delayed. Of course, my bags did not
accompany me. Nearly 48 hours later I
went to the airport and fetched them,
broken and torn, but nothing was miss-
ing or broken. Wonders never cease! |
was worried about all the medicine and
supplies I was carrying, to say nothing
of the rest of my clothes! My one out-
fit was ready for the trash heap! But
all’s well that ends well. Cold showers
and mosquito nets are now my daily
routine once again.

Dhaka continues to grow at a chaotic
pace. Thousands arrive every day,
seeking a better life than landless farm-
ers can find in the villages. But that
better life and more opportunity evade
them, leaving them virtually homeless
and hungry, with slim pickings from
their uncertain daily labor.  So much
work to be done here, but no one can
pay them. Any foreign aid that has
reached here has ended up in the pock-
ets of the “haves” and military. The
rich own everything and get richer.
Nothing trickles down to the poorest of
the poor.

Slums spring up everywhere, within
inches of the railroad tracks, next to
every unstable tall building, filling in
canals and ponds, rising on stilts along
riverbanks and above sewers. Millions
scrape out their meager living with
nothing to look forward to but the next
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day’s struggle.  Pollution, impossible
(and impassable) traffic jams, noise
pollution, and filth are the daily fare of
the city dwellers, rich and poor.

The best escape is to flee to the coun-
tryside. A six-hour train ride to
Srimangal and my friend Frank
Quinlivan’s parish midst the tea gar-
dens was a welcome break from Dhaka.
A few days of rest there brought me
back to life - and then another reality.
In the villages the people are even
poorer, subsisting on virtually no
income, dependent on their little garden
plots and mud houses. All are recover-
ing from the disastrous summer floods;
many lost everything once again.

On the 23rd 1 traveled to
Mymensingh by train and then on to
Pirgacha, where Gene Homrich has
worked among the Mandi tribal people
for over 45 years. The Christmas hospi-
tality of the people in the forest area
was most enjoyable. I celebrated
Masses Christmas eve and day in two
different villages, traveling by “van-
gari” (flatbed rickshaw) on broken
roads. Walking would have been easi-
er! I tried to keep my feet away from
the wheels and bumpy ground, and my
sandals from falling off. The village
schools where we celebrated Christmas
were adorned with colorful paper deco-
rations and choirs in full voice. By
God’s grace they seemed to understand
my Bangla and welcomed me profuse-
ly. At the offertory many gifts were
brought forward, including several live
chickens and a goat! When the goat
was dropped on the chickens, a loud
complaint ensued but the folks quickly
restored the Christmas calm.

Strikes (hartals) are endemic here
and, true to form, the opposition called
one for the 26th, so we were forced to
forego the Christmas night dinner and
return to Dhaka, or sit out an extra day
in the silence of no moving vehicles.
The 90-mile return trip took over four
hours, with endless traffic jams of folks
trying to get home before the strike.
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Once again the opposition causes chaos
and seems to care not at all for the
needs of the poor. On a strike day, mil-
lions of day laborers cannot eat! But
the government in power is equally
insensitive. At times it seems only a
military takeover will restore order and
hope.

Violence is everywhere rampant.
That same night one of our priests and
a foreign aid worker were returning
from a distant village and were robbed
and beaten, along with other passengers
on their local bus - by “dacoits” who
were in cahoots with the driver and
conductor. We hear endless tales of
theft and violence with little attention
by police. Those who have so little,
lose what little they have!

Actually, this is my SECOND attempt
to write and send this e-mail. Last
night I wrote it and tried to send and
somehow it was LOST! Needless to
say, I went to bed depressed! This
morning, after my bucket shower, I
decided to try again. I am grateful for
your e-mails, and sorry it has taken me
so long to get back to you. I read the
first batch on December 24 and the sec-
ond batch yesterday. Internet connec-
tions are very slow, easily broken, and
expensive. | know once again how
spoiled I am back at Moreau Seminary
with wireless broadband day and night.
One sits and waits here, hoping the
messages can be downloaded or sent
before the line is broken or the power
fails! Such is life!

Traveling wears one out quite rapidly.
I had minimal jet lag since I slept as
much as possible between Newark and
Stockholm and Kuala Lumpur. But the
body quickly wears out, crammed into
small seats on trains and buses and in
rickshaws and baby taxis. How many
Bengalis can fit on the head of a pin!

My friends - some from 25 years ago
- seem to understand, and though they
want me to visit them at home in their
villages, they quickly decide to come to
see me here at Notre Dame College
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instead. This makes for an endless
procession of visitors, day and night,
and phone calls on my borrowed
mobile at all hours. Joyful reunions,
with stories of new children, marriages,
and good school report cards, as well as
tales of flood disasters, drownings, lost
jobs and inadequate salaries.  Life
goes on, but I can’t help wondering
how they manage to keep up their
amazing smiles and hope.

The Notre Dame campus continues to
bustle with social projects and growth.
Hundreds of truckloads of mud have
been brought in during the past few
weeks, to raise the ground level several
feet and perhaps avoid the disastrous
flooding which brought up to six feet of
water inside the gates in August and
September.  Will it work? No one
knows. Meanwhile the campus cows
wander about looking in vain for the
grass that used to feed them!

Enough for today. Now I will try to
send out this message, hoping for better
luck this time! Know that I am well
and trying to stay healthy. I’ll remain
close to Dhaka now until I leave for
Agartala India on January 4, for my
work there. One month of retreats and
visiting the Holy Cross houses in the
Northeast will test my stamina in new
ways. But I look forward to it all.

Happy New Year to all!

David Schlaver

January 11, 2005.
Greetings from Agartala, Tripura.

A fine winter rain is falling today,
nourishing the crops, but chilling all of
us to the bone. Iam even wrapped in a
light blanket for the first time as I write
this. We are near the end of the fourth
day of our retreat — with about 30 Holy
Cross Fathers from the new North East
India Province, just established a year
ago. Tomorrow we end and the men
will scatter to their distant missions —
close as the crow flies, but hours, even
days away on the narrow winding
mountain roads of Tripura, Mizoram,
and Meghalaya.

Since I last wrote I moved across the
border of Bangladesh to this small
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nearby Indiana state of Tripura in the
main city, Agartala. It is only about
the distance from Chicago to South
Bend, but took nearly five hours by
bus. Once we left the Dhaka traffic,
the road was quite good until the last 30
miles or so when it narrowed consider-
ably. I am still in amazement that the
driver of that bus “luxury” bus was able
to negotiate the tight turns through the
villages as we approached the Indian
border. No verandahs or cornices were
knocked off — he was masterful! “Red
tape” was invented here and continues
to bind the countless ledger books reg-
istering (painstakingly and by hand) all
those coming and going at every border
post. There are few travelers at this
border crossing, however, so much of
the time is spent asking curious rather
than nuisance questions.

I traveled here with five of my
Bangladeshi “sons” - the lucky ones
who had passports and were patient
enough to spend days (and nights) wait-
ing in long lines at the Indian High
Commission to get visas. What a
shame! Till 1947 it was all one coun-
try - India, and ever since the artificial
border was erected as the British
departed, families have been split and
travel terribly slow.  Mosharaf,
Farouk, Monir, Aminur, and Kamal
shepherded me on and off the bus and
managed my bags. Since we arrived
the afternoon of January 5, they have
been staying in a hostel, eating in side-
walk restaurants, and “touring” Tripura,
a bit disappointed that there is not much
to see. Thursday they will return to
Dhaka with their stories and “shop-
ping” - lower prices here, they say, than
at home.

I plunged right into my work with the
Holy Cross Community here at their
Moreau House headquarters.  The
men gathered that same night from
their missions, obviously grateful to be
together and see one another again. A
number live alone and spend much of
their days walking between small vil-
lages and schools, or climbing treacher-
ous hills in their old jeeps. Their
enthusiasm was immediately conta-
gious and I have felt very much wel-
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comed and grateful to be among them.

Bishop Lumen Monteiro, CSC, the
bishop of Agartala, whom [ have
known many years, came for Mass and
breakfast the next day before leaving
on a journey across India. Two full
days of “assembly” followed, as the
members of this province discussed the
challenges facing them and planned
their future. 1 toured Holy Cross
School, an impressive English-medium
primary and secondary school next
door, founded in 1970 and now under
the leadership of Fr. David Adaikalam,
who studied at Portland a few years
ago. The meetings ended with a picnic
at nearby “ASHA” (Association for
Social and Human Advancement) -
their social action training and retreat
center.

Our retreat began on the evening of
January 7, five full days of prayer,
silence, and reflection, on “The Cross,
Our Hope.” Their attentiveness and
enthusiasm has not wavered yet! One
day to go. Tomorrow we will process
to their little cemetery where Fr. Victor
Crasta, their first martyr, lies in peace.
He was assassinated by insurgents in
July 2000, but everyone firmly believes
that his life was not in vain. His 11
years of ministry in this area, and his
blood spilled needlessly, have inspired
them all to continue to serve the people
and work all the more for peace.
Training and exposure programs for
schools and the youth of all of North
East India’s seven states, have sprung
up rapidly and recognition of these
marvelous efforts in overcoming preju-
dice and division is more and more
widespread.  Victor’s spirit lives!

This small state of Tripura, surround-
ed on three sides by Bangladesh, is
more hilly and less developed and
crowded then Bangladesh. There are
few roads, and travel takes a long time.
Holy Cross has parishes and schools in
the North and South sections as well as
here in Agartala on the Western border.
The original Holy Cross presence here
goes way back into the 19t century,
almost to the first missionaries coming
to Bengal. Then it was all India.
After the partition into India and
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Pakistan, the border prevented the men
from moving between countries, so
eventually those working on the India
side began to expand on their own into
the southern regions of India and drew
native vocations. Now there are
around 200 men religious of Holy
Cross in two provinces of Indian priests
and a district of brothers. They contin-
ue the pioneering efforts at education,
pastoral ministry, and work for justice
and peace. Their rapid growth has also
meant that many of them have to work
in formation (seminaries). Holy Cross
is alive and well here!

Yesterday morning, Fr. Mathew
Vadakedom, a senior member of the
community and first provincial in
India, arranged for me to visit the
Missionaries of Charity at their nearby
orphanage and dispensary. Early
morning Mass with those five smiling
Sisters rekindled my long—standinﬁ
interest in them. Theirs was the 60t
MC house I have visited around the
world. (Out of 710! - a long way to
go!) I’ll end this month with a seminar
for many of them who will gather in
Nangpoh, Meghalaya.

Fr. Roy Thalackan, provincial, is try-
ing to plan some travel for me to the
neighboring province of Mizoram -
next door, but a two-day journey
because of the mountains and valleys
and very limited roadways. It is no
easy task, however, since special travel
permits are needed, along with military
escorts. Bishop Stephen Rotluanga,
CSC, of Aizawl, is also trying his best
to welcome me to his small isolated
diocese. Several of the men here on
retreat work in parishes there and I
hope to accompany them on their
return.

Electric power is unsteady and
brownouts are quite regular. It makes
for long nights and tired eyes! (And
limited computer access.) The simple
lives of these people — including our
own men - gives me strength! 1 don’t
know when I’ll be able to write again,
but know that I’m thinking of all of
you, and thanking God for you! (And
not missing the snow and cold of the
Midwest at all!)
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January 28, 2005.
Greetings from North East India.

Wednesday was Republic Day in
India, with orange, white and green
flags raised and colored bunting
unfurled throughout this diverse land,
and people expressing their gratitude
and hope in song, dance, speeches and
prayers for their country. A few years
after independence, the new constitu-
tion was signed on this day.

I’ve been traveling through the North
East region, made of up seven relative-
ly small states above and to the east of
Bangladesh: Assam, Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura. A
majority of the people are tribals,
diverse in features, language, cultures
and religions. The distances are short -
at least on the map — and the popula-
tion much less dense than the rest of
India, but the contrasts are great. The
headquarters of our new Holy Cross
Province of North East India is in
Agartala, Tripura, only a few miles
from the Bangladesh eastern border.
Our missions at present are in Tripura,
Meghalaya, and Mizoram, and over the
last few weeks I have visited most of
them.

Our retreat ended on January 12, and
our 30 Holy Cross priests quickly scat-
tered to distant missions in their jeeps,
loaded down with supplies and good
memories of their time together.
Heading north from Agartala with Fr.
Paul Choorackal we joined the police
escort at the stipulated time and moved
slowly through the Tripura hills.
Sporadic insurgency in the area
prompted the government to take this
action some years ago; caravans of
trucks, buses, and other vehicles form
at the starting point and proceed cau-
tiously, with police jeeps interspersed
among them, and camouflaged guards
patrolling the hills at regular intervals.
Several hours later the caravan ended
and we moved off at our own pace,
stopping at the missions in Kumarghat
and Panisagar for lunch and then tea.
Our already-loaded jeep was soon filled
with three more passengers — a young
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woman whom the sisters begged us to
take back to Mizoram, and two young
men going to begin their trial period as
cooks at Paul’s mission. Oh yes, we
also had five live rabbits in our cargo.

We stopped in the evening at the
Salesians beautiful new teachers’ train-
ing center outside of Silchar in the state
of Assam. It took a long time to find it,
but as they say: “If you build it they
will come!” (I’m not sure what low-
paid teachers are going to think of this
rather elaborate facility.) Then we
drove on to the old bishop’s house in
Silchar, the former diocesan center of
the whole region, before it was split
into two dioceses: Agartala (Tripura)
and Aizawl (Mizoram). A long day’s
journey ended well.

We made a quick morning visit to the
Bethany Sisters at Holy Cross School
across the street. A minor but humor-
ous crisis occurred when I was unable
to get through the “turnstile” guarding
the entrance to the grounds. (I still
have doubts that many normal-sized
adults could manage it!) But Paul went
for the key and I made my grand
entrance through the full gate. Holy
Cross missionaries began the parish
and school in Silchar (and so many of
these cities and towns) over the last
decades, and the spirit of Holy Cross
continues to inspire them.

Heading south out of this eastern sec-
tion of Assam, we came to the border of
Mizoram. My restricted-area docu-
ments were ready, but proved unneces-
sary, as the many border patrols waved
us through with big smiles. Mizoram is
almost entirely Christian (mostly
Presbyterian and Baptist) and the
Fathers are known and respected. A
major training camp for guerrilla war-
fare (world-wide) covers the mountains
at the entrance to the state. Long peri-
ods of violence and insurgency in
Mizoram ended about 15 years ago
with peace treaties and cooperation
between the rebels and the government.
Mizoram is entirely mountainous -
3000-6000 feet - with long north-south
ridges of green hills lining inaccessible
valleys. There are few roads. Travel is
slow - endless climbs, switchbacks and
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descents, no side barriers or markings
on the narrow road. The contrast
begins immediately upon entering the
state. From the plains of Assam the
hills of Mizoram loom up suddenly; the
dark skin of the Assamese gives way to
the pale yellow of the Mizos. Clothing,
transportation, houses, and shops - all
are markedly different, like entering a
distant nation.

Mizos are literally “hill people” and
their custom is to eat only twice a day,
breakfast and an early dinner - mostly
because they are moving up and down
the mountainside all day, trying to cul-
tivate whatever little patches of land
they can clear by cutting and burning.
Pork is the mainstay of their diet and
the giant pigs are coddled like rich lazy
uncles - living their lives in wooden
sties built next to each house, elevated
above the ground (for cleanliness), fed
and watered and finally slaughtered,
boiled (along with every other food)
and consumed. They do not wander
free; with no level land, they would go
rolling over the nearest cliff if left unat-
tended.

We stopped briefly in the northern
town of Kolasib, visiting the de
Montfort Brothers at another Holy
Cross school and the orphanage of the
Missionaries of Charity. Finally we
approached Aizawl, the largest city
(about half of Mizoram’s 900,000 pop-
ulation) at nightfall, and it was a sight
to behold! Thousands of flickering
lights on the side of every mountain. I
tried to recall anything like it from my
travels. Much too dense for a ski
resort, or even San Francisco; more like
Mexico City or Rio. But these are not
barrios or slums, but full-fledged hous-
es, carefully erected on pillars and
stilts, with endless steps, layered
between narrow roads, which carry a
full volume of traffic. Morning
brought an even more spectacular sight
as I surveyed the sprawling hills cov-
ered with office buildings, churches,
schools, and homes, as far as the eye
could see.  But after last month’s
tsunami, I couldn’t help but reflect on
the terrible consequences of an earth-
quake in this region - located, as are
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many of these states (and Bangladesh),
on major faults.

We had descended into one of the val-
leys where the bishop’s house is locat-
ed to spend the night. Bishop Stephen
Rotluanga, CSC, is the first Mizo bish-
op and head of this newly configured
diocese. He is a gentle artist, now
shepherd to his own people. Mizoram
faces many of the same challenges as
the rest of the world, but the relative
isolation of the people has tended to
complicate their lives. They are artis-
tic, musical, and highly literate (second
state in India after Kerala). But moder-
nity, consumerism, and “western”
trends have hit hard. Joblessness is a
huge problem, begetting broken fami-
lies, high rates of promiscuity and seri-
ous drug abuse. Posters everywhere
warned of AIDS.

We intended to return a few days later
to Aizawl and spend more time with
Bishop Stephen, so we left with many
alleluias ringing in our ears - from the
charismatic healing retreat going on at
St. Lawrence school above the bishop’s
house. We drove another 150 kilome-
ters to Khawzawl where Fr. Paul is in
charge of two St. Joseph schools (pri-
mary and secondary with 250 students)
and acting pastor of St. John’s parish.
He is assisted this year by Regent Sijo
Joseph. I had met Sijo and his fellow
regents at their novitiate in Yercaud
(South India) in 1999 and it was good
to see them again in action. The recto-
ry, high school and hostels are located
on what seems to be the only piece of
flat land in the country, a beautiful rise
in the middle of a valley below the
small town. The church and primary
school are some distance away, howev-
er, on the side of a mountain. But the
song and welcome of the people made
the climb for Sunday morning Mass
worthwhile. A native Mizo sister
expertly translated my homily and the
villagers’ strong arms led me back
down the treacherous steps to the road.

Each day of my journey opened with
Mass with the Holy Cross community
and sisters, in English, Bangla, Khasi
or Mizo. Boys and girls from the hos-
tels joined us - singing vigorously in
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their ecumenical voices. Afterwards
they sang their homegrown “welcome”
songs in English and presented me with
flowers stealthily picked from the sis-
ters’ gardens. I reminded them how
happy we were to welcome THEM to
Holy Cross schools as we do through-
out the world. Afterwards I spent an
hour with the teachers, encouraging
them in their difficult vocation.

In Khawzawl and later in Champhai -
40 kilometers further on the Burmese
border - these school visits and assem-
blies were unexpected bonuses to my
travels. In Champhai four Holy Cross
Brothers direct another Holy Cross
School (300 students) in a beautiful
mountaintop setting, some distance
from Holy Cross parish in town. The
full welcome routine was repeated
there, following upon their recent 25th
anniversary celebrations. Both Fr. Paul
and Br. Dominic told of their difficul-
ties in maintaining the facilities as well
as enrollment. But their own enthusi-
asm was so evident - true “educators in
the faith.”

The time spent in those mountain vil-
lages was certainly the coldest so far!
A few mornings | worried that I was
sprouting gray hairs (at long last), but I
think it was just frost! And my arthrit-
ic knees and fingers seemed to be wors-
ening before my very eyes. | was pre-
sented with a number of tribal shawls
during the trip, and they were well
used!

I contemplated the beautiful scenery
on the long trip back to Aizawl. Not
much hope for tourism, however. The
infrastructure is simply not there, and it
would never suit the Mizos’ built-in ret-
icence - although they are totally infat-
uvated with things American and
Western. Maybe the damage has
already been done. . . . With their
above-average literacy and education
they tend to look down on menial jobs,
like construction, road-building, and
street cleaning, importing workers from
distant states to do these tasks.
Baptism has taken place, but evange-
lization is the real challenge. And there
are few signs of ecumenical coopera-
tion. The proliferation of spired
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churches on the hillsides reminded me
of some midwestern cities in the USA.

Bishop Stephen’s Christ the King
Cathedral sits high on another moun-
tain, some distance from his house. It
is an imposing structure, bright, color-
ful, but accessible only to small 4-
wheel drive vehicles, strong-legged
Mizos, and mountain goats. I decided
NOT to try to go further, up the 160
steps to St. Paul’s school on an adjacent
mountain. Enough to gaze at it from
down below! And to imagine the good
learning that takes place there, now
under the de Montfort Brothers.

Leaving the mountain kingdom of
Aizawl, Bishop Stephen and I headed
back to Silchar in Assam, talking more
about his Mizo people and the chal-
lenges facing them. After a brief stop
we went on to Meghalaya and on a
bridge near Badarpur, I shifted to Fr.
Roy’s jeep and Bishop Stephen went on
to a distant mission for the weekend
events.

Every border is a surprise. A whole
different type of mountain - more ver-
dant and lush - greeted us as we
entered Meghalaya and drove to
Umbkiang, the newest Holy Cross parish
and school, rising high above the main
route between Silchar and Shillong. In
two years much has been accom-
plished. Fr. Francis Sebastian, CSC,
has expanded the school, built up the
parish, and is now erecting a house on
the side of the mountain. He hopes to
begin building a church soon. Priests
and people from around the Meghalaya
gathered for the parish Eucharistic cel-
ebration. Colorful tarps were rigged up
on bamboo poles to shelter the crowd
of some 1500 from the bright sun. A
“traditional” Indian band played more
somber tunes while the Khasi folk
group challenged them to “lighten up”!
Steps everywhere - bamboo scaffold-
ing, construction projects, and smiling
Khasi faces. A light rain did not damp-
en the crowd’s exuberance, though the
wind did blow the tarps away as Fr.
Roy was preaching!

The long ride back to Tripura began at
4 pm, twisting and turning through the
mountains, along broken roads badly
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damaged by last summer’s floods. We
arrived at Panisagar for a late dinner
with Fr. Robert, at yet another Holy
Cross School and immense hostel
building project. The village young-
sters seem very young to be away from
home, but it is the only way they can
get an education, and they seem to
thrive in every way. We spent the
night at Kumarghat - down the road a
piece — another of the early missions.
Fr. Lourthuswamy and Regent Dominic
welcome us. They have no school, but
the hostel residents travel into town
each day to attend public schools. The
Missionaries of Charity have a large
facility there, caring for the disabled
and unwanted, as well as a large leper
colony, a self-sufficient village in a
beautiful forest. Theirs was the 62nd
M.C. house I have visited around the
world. TD’ll be seeing some of them
again on February 2 in Nongpoh for our
seminar.

We arrived in Kathalcherra the next
morning, a sprawling village mission
with 800 students in Holy Cross
School. A welcome program took
place - another delightful surprise - and
I gave a talk to the assembled faculty
afterward. Fr. Matthew sent us off
well-fed to face the police escort
through Tripura’s jungle. ~We arrived
in Moharpara in time for Roy to depart
before the roads were closed for the
night. Since he was leaving the next
day for South India he wanted to get
home. I stayed overnight with Frs.
Lancy and Simon at the parish, and Frs.
Jose and P.V. Joseph who conduct an
exposure program for Holy Cross sem-
inarians (approx. age 18-22) during the
course of their studies. This gives the
young candidates from South India a
chance to observe the NE Missions and
perhaps opt to join this province in the
future. I celebrated Mass for them the
next morning and gave them a Holy
Cross “pep talk.” Their enthusiasm
was quite impressive!

Fr. Lancy drove me back to Agartala,
stopping at the diocesan catechetical
center in Champaknagar and the first
Holy Cross mission (now diocesan) at
Mariamnagar. An elderly lady there
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told stories of the early days, with Frs.
Ray Massart and Joe Voorde coming
over from Srimangal on horseback to
assist at the mission. ~ She must have
been ancient, for both fathers died over
10 years ago at a ripe old age.

Back at Agartala [ bade farewell to Fr.
Roy and opened e-mails for the first
time in two weeks.  We celebrated the
birthday of Fr. Thomas Pereira the next
day at Bishop Lumen’s house down the
road. Thomas has just moved there to
take up administrative duties for the
diocese after serving many years in
Mizoram, building the rectory and
school at Khawzawl. Fr. Kanikkai
(superior of Moreau House) took me to
Bodhjungnagar that same morning,
where | saw Holy Cross Boys Home
(many orphans living in group homes)
and Blessed Andre Mission. The Holy
Cross Sisters will be opening a new
mission at the Boys Home in another
week, so Kanikkai is busy putting
together a livable home for them. Frs.
Hormis John and Joe Paul and Regent
Sunil welcomed me to the mission and
we toured another extensive compound
of hostels, high school, convent, recto-
ry, and beautiful church in honor of
Blessed Brother Andre.

Yesterday I traveled to South Tripura
to see the last of the missions on this
side: Tuikarmaw. I celebrated the
opening Mass for Holy Cross School
(700+ students) and Frs. Davis and
Abraham took me around the village.
Once again the great numbers of bright-
eyed children from kindergarten
through class ten who walk in their uni-
forms with such pride, gave me great
joy.  Many of them are from the
Riang tribe. This village has grown
from 40 to 400 families in the last few
years and the school is bursting at the
seams. The 14 computers are well
used! Lala, the expert driver for
Moreau House, took me safely back
and forth, nearly three hours each way.
(75 kilometers).

Today, as “chief guest,” I installed the
student leaders and addressed the
assembly at Holy Cross School across
the road. This is the flagship of the
fleet, with 2900 students in two shifts,
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and a large colorful campus, sporting
plaster busts of the Indian greats
(Moreau and Andre are included!) and
a long impressive mural/bas relief of
various sports, yoga, and healthy activ-
ities. A fleet of large school buses is
operated by the school to bring children
from distant parts of the city. But the
hostels are also filled to capacity. I
must say that the strong emphasis on
making education available, accessible
and affordable for the people around all
our missions is most impressive.

This is my last full day in Agartala
and I hope to send this out before I
leave tomorrow on a 9 a.m. short flight
to Guwahati, Assam. The M.C. Sisters
have promised to meet me and ferry me
down to Shillong where I will begin my
tour of our missions and seminary pro-
gram, and visit the Holy Cross Sisters.
I’ll be ending my India adventure with
a seminar for the Missionaries of
Charity in Nongpoh from February 2-6.
Then back to Bangladesh to bring clo-
sure to these two months of challenging
and joyful travel. It has been a time of
wonderful surprises. Little did I know
that I’d be lecturing on education as
well as preaching the gospel nearly
every day - and trying to recover from
the bounces and bumps of jeep travel in
between. The hospitality and welcome
at every spot has buoyed my spirits
even more than I had anticipated!

I do hope the midwestern snows are
OVER by the time to land in South
Bend on February 19!  Perhaps I’ll
have one more report before reaching
home again - no promises!

Many prayers and blessings to all.

February 27, 2005.
Greetings from Notre Dame
in February,

With temperatures in the teens and
snow whirling outside my window, I
now send you my final report from my
travels in North East India and
Bangladesh. I got back home around
noon on February 18, right on schedule,
after 52 hours on the road from Dhaka.

I had hoped to write these final notes
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before departing Bangladesh, but the
press of visitors and activities during
the final days made it impossible. And
of course, the same happened here upon
arrival! But now I am gradually getting
settled, bags are unpacked, mail
opened, e-mails downloaded, and I
want to share my thoughts with you
again, at least the days since my last
report of January 28.

On January 29 I said good bye to all
in Agartala and took a short flight over
the mountains (foothills of the
Himayalas) to Guwahati, capital of
Assam. The faithful Missionaries of
Charity were there to meet me and take
me to lunch at their house nearby and
then three hours further south to
Shillong and our Holy Cross house at
Brookdene, where I unloaded all my
bags filled with shawls, calendars, and
other souvenirs for people in the USA.
Fr. Alex and his group of 10 seminari-
ans preparing for their BA exams greet-
ed me with a welcome liturgy and tried
to keep me warm in the cold mountain
air - 2 degrees Celsius that first night! I
wondered how they could study; all 1
wanted to do was drink coffee and get
under the blankets!

Shillong is the capital of Meghalaya
and another city built on hills. The peo-
ple are primarily of the Khasi tribe,
with their own language and yet anoth-
er very special culture. Our seminarians
come from all of the NE states, repre-
senting a wide variety of languages and
cultures. They are the future of our
province in the North East and their
enthusiasm and commitment was most
impressive. | had always hoped to visit
Shillong - a favorite vacation spot for
our men from Bangladesh (in the sum-
mer!) - and finally had that opportunity.

Sunday morning Alex took me to
Good Shepherd parish in Jongksha
where he celebrated Mass in the Khasi
language; one of the catechists translat-
ed my homily. Once again the welcome
of the people in this mountaintop parish
warmed my heart. The seminarian
regent - Bobby John - showed me
around that afternoon. The pastor, Fr.
Joseph was visiting several of his mis-
sion outposts that day, and returned in
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time for dinner. After Mass the next
morning with the Bethany sisters who
run the school and dispensary, Joseph
took me to the next Holy Cross parish
in Mawkynrew, the final place I visited
on my tour of our 17 houses in the
North East. The terrain here is a high
treeless plain, hilly and barren, with
endless potato fields, ready for the next
planting. The people are poor and hard-
working, used to walking and climbing,
carrying heavy loads, wherever they
go.

That night Joseph took me back to
Brookdene where I spent an hour talk-
ing with the candidates about Holy
Cross and their future life with us.
Brookdene is the crossroads of Holy
Cross in Meghalaya and many others
were coming and going, including Fr.
Suresh, the pastor of Mawkynrew who
had not been at home during my visit
earlier that day, and Fr. Theophil, the
energetic young vocation director of
the North East, who lives out of his
jeep, touring the schools and parishes
of all seven NE states, trying to interest
young men in Holy Cross.

Bobby and the house driver took me
on to the Missionaries of Charity house
in Nongpoh the next afternoon, a beau-
tiful two-hour drive through the moun-
tains, past a huge man-made lake and
many forests. I settled into my little
house on the Sisters’ compound and
prepared for the next six days I would
spend with them. The next day I gave
the first three conferences in our “sem-
inar” to 30 of the “senior” Sisters who
had gathered from this region. My old
friend Sr. Consolata, their regional
superior, returned that evening from
South India and we recalled many
happy memories. She was the first
MC that I met - 25 years ago in
Bangladesh - and has invited me to var-
ious places in the MC world over those
many years. Sr. Blanche and the local
community at Nongpoh kept me well-
fed and watered (if not very warm) the
next five days. As always, my time with
the Sisters was inspiring and renewing.
And they seemed to respond well to my
talks and stories.  The days passed too
quickly.
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By Sunday afternoon, two of my
“sons” from Bangladesh arrived by bus
via Shillong to guide me safely back.
The Sisters welcomed them to
Nongpoh and after extensive farewells,
their driver took us back to Shillong
where we saw two more of the Sisters’
houses (65 and counting) and stayed at
Brookdene once again for a final day in
Shillong.

By then the younger college group
had returned after the holidays (school
starts much later here because of the
COLD), and I spent an hour with them
talking about Holy Cross. Then Alex
took us to visit the huge cathedral of the
Archdiocese of Shillong and later that
day I visited our Holy Cross Sisters at
their two houses. One group (five) is
preparing to enter the novitiate in
Bangladesh next month and the other
group (10) is studying for their BA at
one of the colleges. I was happy to see
Srs. Bruno and Parboti again and meet
their lively Indian Sisters.

On Tuesday, February 8, Kamal,
Monir and I said our goodbyes to Alex
and his seminarians and boarded our
“taxi” to return to Bangladesh. Nearly
three hours of downbhill spirals brought
us to the border and after the usual red-
tape processing, we walked across into
the plains of Bangladesh. I had been in
India five weeks at that point and was
happy to be on the last leg of my jour-
ney. My mobile phone began ringing
once again at regular intervals as we
reentered the ‘“network.” We rented
another taxi there and journeyed anoth-
er three hours to Srimangal and the
familiar surroundings of St. Joseph
Parish. Fr. Martin Nguyen (visiting
from USA) and Frank Quinlivan were
touring the villages, but returned later
that evening for a Mardi Gras reunion
celebration.

The next morning we all got our ashes
and then boarded a train for the long
(six hour) ride back to Dhaka. Kamal
and Monir expertly managed all my
(and their own) bags of Indian sou-
venirs and purchases. It was good to get
back to Notre Dame College by night-
fall. The seminary garden is taking
shape again, after all the truckloads of
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mud have been spread and the campus
fields raised. So they pray that their
fifth planting of the year will finally be
successful!

During the final days I didn’t stray
much outside the gate. The temperature
was rising steadily - heat in the 90s and
political tensions filling the air.
Frequent general strikes, the effects of
five weeks of jeep travel and new expe-
riences in India, coupled with the need-
less stream of visits from my old
Bangladeshi friends, kept me close to
home. So many came from afar, bring-
ing fruits, yoghurt, cakes, hand-embroi-
dery works, family pictures, etc. My
full bags would be stretched to the limit
- no wonder they get so battered in tran-
sit!  But their love would sustain me
for the years ahead!

On Saturday we gathered to celebrate
the ordination to the diaconate of 15
seminarians, including five from Holy
Cross. That evening I made a final visit
to Neo and Charmaine Mendes, whose
daughter Nicole is soon to graduate
from the University of Notre Dame.
Their hospitality always eases the tran-
sition back home! Final gatherings of
the community Sunday night at ND
College and Tuesday evening at
Moreau  House completed the
farewells. Monday I spent in meetings
with Steve Gomes (provincial) Frank
Quinlivan, and Parimal Pereira, dis-
cussing the future needs of the province
and their hopes to develop the retreat
house at Bhadun.

Many final visitors and goodbyes —
especially to Frs. George Pope and his
medical center and Jim Banas and his
Boys’ Home and other projects, and
then the ride to
the airport
Wednesday
evening,
February 16. I
began the long
homeward trek.
It all seems like
a dream now, as
I sit here writing
these words.

I cry over the
difficult  and
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dangerous situation right now in
Bangladesh. The terrible traffic, end-
less politics, frequent strikes, and ram-
pant violence continue to cause suffer-
ing to rich and poor alike. But the poor
have no resources to survive. What will
come of that nation? It is hard to imag-
ine much of a future, and I have doubts
that the poor will share in any positive
way. Somehow they manage to live
hand-to-mouth, day-to-day. Only
Allah’s goodness can save them.
Luckily their faith in him is strong!

Our Province of North East India is
alive and strong. They too face prob-
lems that will test their faith and
strength. But their energy, missionary
spirit, and brotherhood will carry them
forward. In a less nationalistic, border-
less world, the Holy Cross communi-
ties in India and Bangladesh would be
able to work more closely to support
one another in the mission. For now,
that remains a dream, but since we pro-
fess to be “men with hope to bring” we
must make it a reality.

From my warm quarters on the fourth
floor of Moreau Seminary, and our
Mission Center offices on the “garden
level,” I thank you for your prayers and
messages of support.

Blessings and much peace,
David E. Schlaver, CSC
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