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gCHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

{ PROBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. INC.
i P.O. Box - 1258 Madison Square Station,

New York, NY 10159-1258 USA

i Website : www.pbcausa.org Email: info@pbcausa.org

i President : Mr. Joseph D’Costa  917-767-4632

i General Secretary : Mr. Richard Biswas 718-441-4883

i Registered non-profit 501 (C) (3) organization.

SOURCE AND SOLUTION INC. (COOPERATIVE SOCIETY)
: P.O. Box -770691 Woodside Station,
iNY 10377-770691 USA

{ BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION

{ 10-08 Balsamwood Drive,

i Laurel, MD 20903 USA

{ Website: www.BCA-DC.org

President : Mr. Sampad Pareira 240-295-0851

i General Secretary : Mr. Albert Gomez (240) 620-3357

{ CHRISTIAN JUBO SHAMAJ

{ 1350 Windmill Lane, Silver Spring, MD20805 USA

i E-mail: ustadzee@yahoo.com  Website: www.bengalichristian.com
i Contact : Mr. Colline Gomes 301-384-4921

: Mr. Samual D’Costa (Shankar) 202-277-7233

BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY
i 516 Pauls Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20903

i President : Mr. Jerome Pobitra Rozario 301-439-1370

i General Secretary : Mr. Henry Rozario 301-345-2618

E-mail : pobitra@aol.com

{ CANADA :

i BANGLADESH CATHOLIC ASSO. OF ONTARIO, CANADA
i 31 Beacon Hill Road,

i Etobicoke, ON M9V 2K8 CANADA

President : Mr. Pascal Gomes 416-745-4650

General Secretary : Mrs. Zena Gomes 416-745-5105

BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN COOPERATIVE OF ONTARIO,INC.

i 55 Lioden Avenue, Toronto, ON M1K 311 CANADA

¢ E-mail : bceso2000@hotmail.com

i President : Dr. David Mazumdar 416-267-5221

General Secretary : Mr. Gabriel Sandip Rozario 416-269-2142

THE BANGLADESH CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION
{ OF CANADA MONTREAL

$7045 Champagneur Avenue # 8

i Montreal, QC H4E 3]2 CANADA

i President: Mr. Sunil Gomes 514-748-2762

General Secretary: John Anthony Gomes 514-495-2792

: BERMUDA

i BENGALI CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, BERMUDA
{ 35 Happy Vally Road

{ Pambrook HM 12 Hamilton BERMUDA

President: Mr. Robin Deesa  441-296-8336

i General Secretary: Mr. Shajol Gomes 441-232-5931
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ADDRESS : PROBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box - 1258 Madison Square Station
New York, NY 10159-1258
PHONE : 917-767-4632, 718-805-4941, 718-441-4883
www.pbcausa.org
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Aanik Bernard
Benjamin Palton
DOB: 11/29/2005
Place: Cary, NC

Father: Ankur Palton
Mother: Moni Palton

Cedric Lawrence
Gregory
DOB - 1-20-06
Manchester, CT
Father: Liton Gregory
Mother: Shelley Gregory

Jalyn Violet Gonsalves
DOB - 1-28-06
Queens, NY
Father: Felix Gonsalves
Mother: Nina Gonsalves

Roshni Valentina
Gomes
DOB 02-16-06
Bayonne, NJ
Fater: Rony Gomes
Mother: Mokuli Gomes

Sky Ember Centron
DOB 01-19-05
Manhattan, NY

Fater: Mathew D. Centron
Mother: Emy Diaz

Aiden Gomes

DOB 12-06-05
Toronto, Canada
Father: Uzzal Gomes
Mother: Moni Gomes

Ethen Emilio D’ Silva
DOB - 12-31-2005
Queens, New York

Father: Edward D’ Silva

Mother: Dominga Gomes

Maria Monisha Gomez
DOB: June 21, 2006
Carlisle, PA
Father: Fabian Gomez
Mother: Shukla Gomez

Nathaniel Srabon Sarker
DOB: 11-11-2005
Raleigh, North Carolina
Father: Patrick Sarker
Mother: Shyral Sarker
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Sat, May 9, 2006

Church of St. Therese
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.

Place
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Chesapeake,

FIRST COMMUNION

Oliver A. Rozario

Veronica Gomes

Costa

Christina D

Emily Amanda Gomes
Father: Albert Gomes

Father: Patrick Rozario
Mother: Lipi Rozario

Woodside, NY

Father: Samuel Gomes
Mother: Aruna Gomes

Adelphi, MD

Father: Bablu D’Costa
Mother: Dolores D’Costa

Silver Spring, MD

Mother: Sandra Gomes

Jersey City, NJ

Mercellina Gina Gomes
Father: Eugene Gomes

Francisca & Cathrine Cruze
Father: Babul Cruze
Mother Baby Cruze

Jersey City, NJ

Michelle Anestina Gomes
Father: Khokon Gomes

Mother: Teresa Gomes

North Carolina

Mother: Rosemary Gomes

Silver Spring, MD
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OUT OF AFRICA

- Rev. David E. Schlaver, CSC

Holy Cross Mission Center, Notre Dame, Indiana.
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. December 24, 2005

Christmas Blessings from Nairobi!

: Tonight there will be singing and
i dancing in the churches of Nairobi, if
i not in the refuse-laden paths and
i byways. Signs of Christmas Eve are
i few and far between, but believers
i know, and their hopes come alive
i once again, on this holy night. A child
iis born and parents and siblings
i rejoice. They bring no gold or gifts,
i only love-filled hearts, generous
i prayers, and welcoming hands. One
i newborn baby among so many chil-
i dren - so many poor brothers and sis-
i ters. But there is always a place for
i him in the hovels of the poor.

: As we celebrate tonight and
i tomorrow at Holy Cross Church here
i in Dandora - a vast colony of poor on
i the eastern edge of the city of Nairobi
i - we acknowledge Jesus' coming and
i welcome him with joy! Struggling fam-
ilies, young widows, orphaned chil-
i dren brought by tired grandparents,
i teenagers wondering what life has in
i store for them - we all come to hear
i good news! We who have heard it
iover many years, on many
Christmases, need to hear it again.
i And so many are still wondering if it
¢ will bring them courage and joy and a
i future with more hope.

i | arrived just four nights ago in
i Kenya, out of the cold and ice of the
i Indiana. | crammed my first-class
i body into a coach seat and tried to
i sleep, from Detroit to Amsterdam and
i then on to Nairobi. We landed at 8:30
i in the evening, in the warm dry air of
i this high plateau in East Africa, east of
i the Great Rift Valley. Kenya is twice
i the size of Nevada, with some similar
i desert-like features, minus the casi-
i nos and neon lights of Reno and Las
i Vegas. Nairobi is a sprawling city, on
i the verge of modernity, if the slums do
i not overwhelm it. Kenya had a good
i start in nationhood, gaining independ-
i ence in 1963, followed by some rocky
i years as well. Now politics are again
i turbulent here, with the president

under pressure for not fulfilling his
promises of three years ago, and fer-
ment among his party and supporters.
Shortages of food and water and star-
vation in large parts of the country will
bring even more ferment no doubt.

Probably 10% of the 33 million
Kenyans live in Nairobi. The median
age is around 18. Perhaps 80% are
Christians (33% Catholics). And as in
all developing world cities, one cannot
help wonder where they all stay at
night! During they day they all seem
very visible, filling the dusty and
muddy roads, walking everywhere,
carrying in human loads, pushing bro-
ken vehicles and carts, and demon-
strating human industry and ingenuity
that seldom provides them enough
daily income to eat a decent meal.
But at night it seems they are taken up
somewhere into the rumbling bowels
of the city, to rest for another day.
Slums stretch as far as the eye can
see, on the eastern edge (Dandora),
southern (Huruma and Kibera) and
others are hidden behind the first-
world facades of downtown.

Indeed, the noises, human
sounds, smells, and mechanized
groanings of vehicles are not much
different anywhere in our urban world.
These have an African flavor, of
course, colored by the wide variety of
skin tones and tribal features of many
native groups, refugees from war-torn
neighboring nations, and people who
have come from afar - mostly Asia and
the Middle East -- generations ago.
They are very welcoming, joyous,
always smiling, ever trying to meet
and greet you - How-are-you-l-am-
finel  They are tall and thin, limber
and filled with life. How well we know
of their successes at every USA
marathon race! Sadly, however, the
majority of the poor are thin because
they are hungry, and life is ebbing
away for so many who are living with
HIV/AIDS.

Our Holy Cross community came
to Kenya from Uganda about 25 years
ago. The parish we began has grown
like the slum where it is planted -

Phase 1, Phase 2, up to Phase 5 or :
so. The original church is still used as !
a "mission" and desperately needs i
expansion. The main church can
"seat or stand" about 2000. It is sur- i
rounded by spacious grounds and :
many buildings - Brother Andre:
Dispensary, St. James Primary :
School, a large nursery school, credit :
union, youth centre, meetings rooms, :
and convent. Future dreams call for a :
parish house as well as expanded :
school and office space. At present :
the parish priests and brother who i
directs the dispensary live a mile down :
the road in a small building. The orig- :
inal parish house, some miles away,
long ago was turned into another dis- :
pensary and now a VCT (voluntary :
counseling testing) centre, to handle :
the many sick patients who come from i
the surrounding slums.

Brother John Bailanda, who
directs the dispensary and heads the :
community, is a Ugandan, full of life i
and enthusiasm. He met me Tuesday i
night at the Nairobi airport and took :
me home. So wonderful to see him :
again, along with Stephen Merjavy, :
recent Notre Dame graduate just fin- :
ishing 18 months of volunteer service :
with our mission in Uganda who was
leaving for home that same night. :
Then another of those "airport-to- :
home" runs that | am so familiar with in :
my travels around the world, with the
mind-boggling twists and turns from :
the airport, slinking in between the :
night truck traffic, negotiating spiked :
blockades and almost-insurmountable :
speed bumps in the road! We made !
it, and | was greeted at "Holy Cross- :
Dandora" by Fathers Andrew
Massawe (Tanzanian) and Simon
Mwangi (Kenyan) and our seminarian :
from Chile, Simon Cerda, who is doing
a pastoral year at the parish. Truly an :
international house!

| am used to street noises all night :
long, so nothing surprises me! But | §
was warned not to touch one switch i
on my wall - which is the security :
switch and would bring the local ATS
security police if tripped! | slept:
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i soundly and long - with few interrup-
i tions, and no Notre Dame geese to
i quack me awake! Negotiating the
i mosquito net is always a challenge,
i but somehow | did it!

The bright Eastern sun woke me
i early and the heat of the day hap-
i pened quickly. Simon Mwangi took
i me on a tour of the original clinic,
i parish house, church, and main com-
i pound that afternoon, giving me the
i history along with the hopes for Holy
i Cross and its ministry here among the
i people of Dandora. The most famous
i landmark of Dandora is an immense
i garbage dump! Through the smoke or
i burning refuse one can see a 60-seat
i soccer stadium in the distance. Many
i children and adults roam the mounds
i of garbage, picking rags and plastic,
i bottles, and anything salvageable. It
i is a hopeless task, leading so many to
i drug use, glue sniffing, and early
i death. Programs have been started to
i "rehabilitate" them, but it is a difficult
i and frustrating task. Their name is
i Legion!

Late Wednesday afternoon, with
i the bright setting sun filtering into the
i church, we celebrated Mass for a
i large crowd of daily churchgoers. |
! tried to follow the Mass prayers, and
§with a few pronunciation lessons, |
i suspect | could do it! Certainly the
i familiar Roman script is more con-
i ducive to quick learning than the
i Sanskrit  languages of India!
i Spontaneous songs and harmonies
¢ livened up the liturgy and touched the
i heart.
At the end, | spoke briefly and
i accepted their welcome. | told of my
i joy at sharing this Christmas week
: with them. And told how my "boss"
i Father Tom Smith had insisted that |
i do this! Fr. Tom had built their church
i 10 years ago, so naturally he was
i greeted - from a long distance - with
i much loving applause. Tom and |
i have worked together these last five
i years at the Holy Cross Mission
i Center at Notre Dame. Over the 35
i years that he has been assigned in
and out of East Africa, he has worked
¢ in all three countries - Uganda, Kenya
i and Tanzania. Now once again he is
i in "exile" in the USA.

Thursday morning | celebrated the
i community Mass in our own chapel.
i Three of the local Sisters who work at

the parish joined us. | did venture out-
side a few times, into the heat and
dust of the day, chatting with the
numerous children passing by. Push
carts with jerry cans of water went
back and forth from a distant village
down the road, into the slums behind
us. Buses careened down the road in
front, trying to avoid the potholes and
puddles and speed bumps. Sitting in
the back of a bus would be extremely
painful | concluded! With Father
Andrew, the pastor, | toured the com-
pound more extensively, and assisted
him with Christmas confessions
Thursday afternoon. The sign "con-
fessions in English only" on my door,
was obeyed for the most part, but for
those who could not read, it meant lit-
tle. But God DOES understand
Swalhili, so there was no problem.
Brother John took me to down-
town Nairobi on Friday. As the city
traffic intensified, it was easy to see
why trips to "the city" have to be care-
fully planned and timed! We pulled
into the cathedral parking area and
while he went to the bank | explored
the large, very simple concrete struc-
ture of Holy Family Basilica.
Parishioners were washing everything
and preparing for the celebrations. |
chatted with two Indian nuns from
Apostolic Carmel, who had been min-
istering in Kenya for many vyears.
Numerous religious communities from
around the world continue to work
here, often drawing many vocations to
their congregations. Then | wandered
into the large Catholic Bookstore,
amazed to see so many familiar titles
from my Ave Maria Press days, includ-
ing a number of current publications.
John and | drove on to our
McCauley House of Formation in
southwestern Nairobi, where about 20
Holy Cross seminarians and brothers
live and study at nearby Tangaza
College after completing their novitiate
year in Uganda. Our simple, pleasant
surroundings overlook the huge and
infamous Kibera slum which sprawls
across many miles of hillside. Brother
Cleophas supervises this house and
along with Father Willy Lukati guides
these young members of the commu-
nity in their studies and apostolic
experiences - some of which take
place in the Kibera slum. A number of
religious communities have located in

this area to take advantage of the :
proximity of Catholic higher education- :
al institutions nearby.

Brother Cleo had gathered a:
group of women he works with; nine i
out of the 13 were present to greet me
and share their stories with me. They !
call themselves: Kibera Women Living
Positively with HIV/AIDS. And positive
they are indeed! Each spoke of her i
struggle, some for many years since :
diagnosis; how they raised their chil- :
dren (some as single or widowed i
mothers) and lived for the future. It
was so evident how their faith and i
support of one another have helped :
them to "Have No Fear" - as their T-
shirts boldly proclaimed. Can't get:
much more gospel-based than that! :
They work together to make and sell :
simple beadwork handicrafts to pro- :
vide a little income. They try to share i
their stories to help other women like :
themselves to gain strength to face i
their futures by "living positively." But :
the stigma of HIV/AIDS is only slowly :
overcome, even in the church and :
parish communities. The courage of !
these women will help a lot!

Brother Albert Rutayisire, from i
Rwanda, now studying in the USA, :
had just arrived for a return visit to
McCauley House where he had spent :
several years in exile after the geno- :
cide in Rwanda - in which five Holy
Cross Brothers were killed. He joined i
Brothers John and Cleo, Willy and
myself, at a park nearby (actually :
billed as a Crocodile and Ostrich farm
- | saw neither) where we had lunch i
under a tent, sharing our Holy Cross :
stories. The day passed too quickly i
and John had to get me back to the :
parish to help Father Andrew with i
more confessions. Then we celebrat- :
ed Mass for the growing crowd in the !
evening sun. So many interesting and i
gracious people approached to greet :
me, request special blessings and :
prayers, and ask about their beloved :
Holy Cross fathers and brothers who
had preceded me. Parents like the :
widow Elizabeth, so worried about her
son and is use of drugs and alcohol;
students like young Kennedy who suc- :
cessfully completed his secondary i
education and now longs to attend the :
university to study history; a stream of :
beautiful people whose welcome was :
so heartwarming. i
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Saturday morning Father Simon
and | drove over to the main house of
the Missionaries of Charity in Kenya,
in Huruma, another very poor section
of the city. As the piles of garbage
deepened, and the chuckholes and
rocks in the road increased, we finally
reached their welcome gate and
entered a bit of paradise. The Sisters
have managed to create oases of
peace and joy in the midst of the
world's worst miseries! This was the
65th home of the Missionaries around
the world that | have visited. | have
i about 700 to go however! Here they
i not only care for huge numbers of
i crippled (mentally and physically) chil-
i dren and adults, but also many aban-
doned, malnourished, and orphaned
children of all ages. They employ ded-
icated women from the surrounding
slums to assist them. The children are
well cared for and much loved, in
immaculate cleanliness and the odor
of sanctity! It is also the location of
their postulancy and novitiate for
Africa, so many young aspiring Sisters
have come to carry out their loving
service for the poor and learn the spir-
it of this amazing community of
Sisters. One newly professed of two
weeks, with a broad smile, told of her
assignment to Mexico as soon as her

visa arrives! She awaits the next
adventure of her young life with grati-
tude and joy - Have no fear!

I'l have to warn Simon however!
He was much impressed and offered
to celebrate Mass for the Sisters when
they need him. That could turn out
more often and on shorter notice than
he can imagine! Those of us more
experienced with the MCs know that
once they have your number, you are
one of them!

This afternoon as | jot down these
thoughts, | am wondering what the
evening celebrations will be like.
Simon mentioned how different it is
here from Chile, with so few signs of
Christmas. There is certainly none of
the fanfare that we are used to: I've
seen no Santa Clauses, no Christmas
decorations, heard few carols, and
certainly seen no shopping rush. And
no snow, no lights, no reindeer!
Perhaps in downtown Nairobi it is dif-
ferent, but here in the slums it is more
subdued, more normal, the birth of
another child, another mouth to feed,
another soul to love. And somehow
these people - Catholics and
Protestants, Hindus and Muslims, and
nonbelievers too - will manage it.
Have no fear!

Now | head to Holy Cross Church

for the evening vigil at 6:30 pm, a sen-
sible time! Though | am told it lasts
many hours! ['ll let you know before |
send this off tonight.

Postscript: The celebration lasted
less than three hours and the singing :
seldom stopped: chants and har-
monies, punctuated by loud shouts of
joy ("ululations"). A group of young
people gave a wonderful drama of the
Christmas gospel - actually covering
most of salvation history up to the
arrival of the wise men!  Especially
moving were the scenes of the "regis-
tration" of the poor in Bethlehem and
the travail of Mary, supported by
Joseph, about to give birth. Around
the manger in front of the stable the
shepherds and magi took turns hold-
ing up the baby Jesus for all to see.
Of course it was a rather large and
very white doll, but the message was :
clear! Father Simon's moving sermon '
brought home the good news of the :
night. As the singing and swaying :
went on, the ululations became more
frequent and many in the crowd
answered. | said a few words at the
end, promising to be able to pray with
them in Swahili on my next visit.
Another language to learn!

(to be continued...)
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CLEMENT ROZARIO ( BADAL )

LIST OF DONORS

WILTON CT ROBERT GOMES ADI JERSEY CITY NJ
JAMES ROZARIO VILLA PARK IL ROBIN C. GOMES JERSEY CITY NJ
{ MARK STEPHEN GOMES ( TUTUL) RALEIGH NC SIMON GOMES JERSEY CITY NJ
BENJAMIN F. ROZARIO BAYONNE NJ SWAPAN ROZARIO JERSEY CITY NJ
JOSEPH ASHIM ROZARIO BAYONNE NJ XAVIER GOMES ( CHANDA ) JERSEY CITY NJ
RONY F. GOMES BAYONNE NJ REV. STANLEY GOMES SOUTH ORANGE NJ
XAVIER GOMES ( ADI') BAYONNE NJ SHEILA ROZARIO ASTORIA NY
i ALBERT G. GOMES JERSEY CITY NJ NORMAN GOMES ( APU ) BRONX NY
ANTHONY GOMES ( UNTON ) JERSEY CITY NJ HILDA BISWAS CORONA NY
ARUP MARK MODHU JERSEY CITY NJ CLARA RODRIGIUES LAWROW JAMAICA NY
BENJAMIN PURIFICATION (PROSANTO) JERSEY CITY NJ CECILIA GOMES MANHATTAN NY
CALLISTUS GANGULY (APU ) JERSEY CITY NJ CHRISTOPHER GOMES ( TILU ) MANHATTAN NY
i CALLISTUS GOMES JERSEY CITY NJ BENJAMIN D'COSTA RICHMOND HILL NY
DAVID SARKER JERSEY CITY NJ JOSEPH D'COSTA ( BIKASH ) RICHMOND HILL NY
EUGEN BILASH ROZARIO JERSEY CITY NJ LEO GOMES RICHMOND HILL NY
GREGORY GOMES ( KHOKAN ) JERSEY CITY NJ MABLE GOMES RICHMOND HILL NY
i HENRY GOMES (DILIP) JERSEY CITY NJ POLYCARP HABOL GOMES RICHMOND HILL NY
JAMES GOMES ADI JERSEY CITY NJ AUGUSTINE GOMES ( SUSANTO ) SUNNYSIDE NY
JOHN MOZUMDAR JERSEY CITY NJ ANTHONY D'COSTA ( SUBASH ) VALLEY STREAM NY
JOSEPH PRODIP DAS JERSEY CITY NJ JOSEPH GOMES WOODHAVEN NY
MITILDA ROZARIO ( PRONOTI ) JERSEY CITY NJ LOUIS P. ROZARIO ( SUBIR) WOODSIDE NY
i PETER CORRAYA ( SWAPON ) JERSEY CITY NJ DOMINIC & MATILDA GOMES WEST LAKE COH
PHILOMENA GOMES JERSEY CITY NJ MINOTI MONDAL EDMOND OK
RAYMOND D'ROZARIO ( DILIP) JERSEY CITY NJ

TOTAL COLLECTION USS$ 4,415.00

If you would like to donate to Probashi Education Fund please fill up the following form and mail it to us.

=T 0 1 PP PRSP PSPPI

AJAress: SIrEeL ......oiiiiiiii e Apt: Gl e
State ... ZiP oo Phone: .....coooeeeiiecieeece e Cell: o
=100 F= 1 SO OTUTUPOP PP

Donation Amount :  $ for [ Monthly [ Quarterly (] Annual ] One Time

SIGNAtUE: ..o Date: ..o

Please write your check or money order to: PBCA
and mailt to: PBCA, P.O. Box - 1258, New York, NY 10159-1258
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E We earnestly request your valuable suggestions and comments to make this convention a great success. Please write to us. E

PBCA, P.O. Box - 1258 , New York, NY 10159-1258 E-mail: sgomes06@yahoo.com

PROBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, INC.
i P.O. Box - 1258 Madison Square Station
New York, NY 10159-1258



