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Probiashi Bengali Christian Association

Consulate General of Bangladesh
New York

Consul General

11 December 2008

MESSAGE

I am pleased to know that Probashi Bengali Christian
Association, New York Inc. is going to organize ‘Christmas
Re-Union-2008" to be held on Saturday, December 27 2008. I
would like to greet of Bangladeshi Christian Community on
the occasion of the holy X-mass and extend thanks to the
members of the organization for their noble initiative.

To-day, people of Bangladeshi origin are regarded as one of the most
vibrant and dynamic group of expatriates in the United States. I believe, the
Bangladeshi community has been able to create a special niche in the American
society through their hard work, honesty and integrity. Each and every
Bangladeshi living here is the flag bearer of the national ethos, religious and rich
cultural values and heritage of profound peace and harmony of Bangladesh. We
are proud of your achievements in this country and at the same time, gratefully
acknowledge contributions of our expatriate community in nation building. We
must remember that it is through our deeds that we would be able to uphold the
dignity of our nation. I would encourage all members of our community to
continue to carry on their efforts in creating a positive image of the Bangladesh in
this country.

I take this opportunity to convey my warm wishes for the peace, progress
and prosperity of all members of expatriate Bangladeshi Christian Community
and their families and wish this event a resounding success.

%\)Wz/f

(Md. Shamsul Haque)
Consul General
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Respected seniors and friends of Probashi Bengali Christian Association:

It gives me great pleasure to send you my hearty greetings for Christmas. [ very
much hope that you all have a jovous season. I am honored and fortunate again to
lead a team of young intelligent innovative voung members in the new executive
board. I am confident that they will be soon experienced enough and learn quickly to
lead our community on their own. I will do my utmost to achieve that goal. I believe
that we need youth to take up innovative and dynamic leadership, be responsible not
only for themselves and their immediate families but for our entire community to
meet the challenges, bridge two culture into a pragmatic program, promote our age
old Asian, specially Bangali values and rich culture and above all have a lot of fun
under our savior Jesus Christ.

[ also appeal to all our members to share-in some time for PBCA programs and
activities, to come forward to help each other and always have a keen and loving eye
upon our children. Time has come for our community people to take up some
voluntary tasks not only for PBCA programs but also in our children's schools,
church and in our work place. It is by sharing our experience and expertise, that we
learn and advance, it is by sharing of whatever God has blessed us with, we fulfill
our mission in this earth, and I am sure by doing this act of Christian charity, we
become really happy and contended.

We have been able to perform in the past vears for your generosity, and I am happy
that our Tepantari has been published, I thank all of you for yvour kind support on all
our year long activities.

Lastly I want to see more responsibility being shared by all the members along with
the members of the executive board, advisors so that we feel that we are of one happy
PBCA family. May the new born babe Christ bless us in the coming days?

Thank you. Simon Gomes

President

>
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"Our greatest need was forgiveness,
so God sent us a Saviour."
For unto you is born this day -----
a saviour, which is Christ the lord
Merry Christmas and a glorious happy new year to all of you.
God Bless!

Rev. James €. Roy
Senior Pastor
United Bangali Lutheran Church
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Some American Holiday Traditions
Jerry Gerald Gomes

Christmas' Santa Claus

If Christmas is about celebrating birth of Christ- then who is
Santa Claus? Where does his story come from?

The story of Santa Claus and him bringing gifts for the chil-
dren is entirely 2 western tradition. Story of Santa Claus
became popular among the children many centuries ago
and it certainly boosts their enthusiasm for the wonderful
Christmas Eve and for the gifts they receive. But the story
of Santa Claus does not have any religious significance for
Christmas which is actually the celebration of birth of Christ.

Santa Claus or Saint Nicholas- also known as Father
Christmas is a Western folklore about a bishop who lived in
ancient Eastern Roman Empire (which included today's
Turkey and Greece).

The story of Santa Claus came from the European ances-
tors who first immigrated to this land. It came from Dutch
Sinterklass- which in tum is derived from the story of Sint
Nicolass (Saint Nicholas) of Eastem Roman Empire.

Saint Nicholas of Myra (in modern-day Turkey) is the pri-
mary inspiration for the legendary figure of Santa Claus. He
was a 4th century Christian bishop in Myra. He was known
for his generosity for giving gifts- especially to the poor chil-
dren during the time of Christmas.

Dutch Sinterklaas was Americanized into Santa Claus but
soon it lost its' bishop's apparel and was pictured as a thick-
bellied Dutch sailor with pipe in a green winter coat. Modern
version of American Santa Claus came after a poem pub-
lished in December 23- 1823. The name of the poem was
‘A Visit From St Nicholas' (better known today as 'The
Night Before Christmas') which was published in Sentinel-
Troy- New York- which depicted Santa Claus as a heavy set
individual with eight reindeer. Later an American cartoonist
Thomas Nash published such a picture of Santa Claus in
1863. Image of Santa Claus was further publicized by
Coca-Cola Company in their advertising.

An American poet named Katherine Lee Bates in 1889 cre-
ated the character Mrs. Claus and later in twentieth century
the story of Rudolph the eed-nosed Reindeer was added as
the lead ninth reindeer pulling Santa's sleigh.

Legends say- Santa Claus lives in the North Pole where
everything is covered with white snow and very cold. All
year Santa is busy making toys for the children and reading
the letters he gets from the children. He finally comes by fly-
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ing through the sky riding his sleigh pulled by the reindeer
making jingling sound. He then snheaks in every house
through the chimney (too bad if you do not have a chim-
neyll) and places all the wonderful gifts wrapped in colorful
wrapping paper under the Christmas Tree (of course only
for the ones who have heen good throughout the year).

Christmas time in the United States is very colorful. Streets
and shopping malls are decorated. Everyone gets busy
decorating the house with lights- putting up Christmas tree
and hanging omaments on the tree. Radio stations play
Christmas music all day and night starting weeks before
Christmas. School children go around the neighborhood for
Christmas caroling. People start attending Christmas par-
ties with friends- co-workers and relatives within weeks after
thanksgiving holidays and goes until New Years celebra-
tion. Parents line up in shopping mall with their little toddlers
to take pictures with Santa Claus. Kids' imaginations go wild
about Santa Claus coming from the North Pole in his sleigh
pulled by the reindeer. Children write lefters to send to
Santa Claus for the gifts they want and wait until Christmas
Eve- keeping wonderful expectation in heart for Santa to
come through the chimney.

Of course some parents do tell story of baby Jesus' birth in
Bethlehem on a manger; which is why we actually celebrate
Christmas.

The controversial aspect of Santa Claus story is that many
devout Christians think this takes away the focus of
Christmas from celebration of Jesus' hirth. Many others
argue that it is not such a good idea for the parents to lie to
children about Santa Claus. Good part of it is that the chil-
dren really have good time imagining all kinds of stories
about Santa and the gifts they think they receive from him.
Oh- by the way- at the end of January parents get a surprise
statement from the credit-card company and Santa has
nothing to do with it!

Thanksgiving Turkey

How and when did the celebration of Thanksgiving Holiday
star{?

In 1621- European settlers of Plymouth colony in
Massachusetts and Native American Indians shared an
autumn harvest festival of food praising God and being
thankful for nature's hounty which became a symbol of
cooperation and interaction between English colonists and
Native Americans and known as the first Thanksgiving cel-
ebration. The pilgrims boarded the ship Mayflower for
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America- arrived and established Plymouth colony in
Massachusetts in 1620-1621. The first winter was harsh
and many of these early settlers died in the first year of
arrival. Then they leamt new farming technigues from the
local Native Americans and the harvest of 1621 was boun-
tiful.

Although the celebration of 1621 is known as the very first
Thanksgiving- is was actually a continuation of harvest cel-
ebration for appreciating and to be thankful to the nature for
its bounty. Native Americans in this land used to celebrate
harvest to show gratitude for nature's bounty perform cere-
monial dances since much before the arrival of the
Europeans in North America.

Therefore to be precise- if anything- Native Americans and
Early settlers started the tradition by giving thanks to nature
and to Almighty God respectably.

Historians do not have any accurate account of menu that
was actually served in the first celebration for Thanksgiving
feast. The most detailed description of the "First
Thanksgiving" comes from Edward Winslow from A Joumal
of the Pilgrims at Plymouth- in 1621 where he mentioned
wild fowl as the main item for Thanksgiving feast at
Plymouth celebration.

Historians have cited other celebration of such as the one
by Berkley's Plantation near Charles River- Virginia and
also by the English setflers in Colony of Virginia near
Jamestown; where it is noted that they pledged
Thanksgiving to God for their healthy arrival in America after
a long voyage across Atlantic.

How the fourth Thursday of November was chosen for
Thanksgiving:

Though Thanksgiving has been celebrated every year since
the pilgrims did (or the Native Americans did- however you
see it)- the first President George Washington called this a
national celebration to be observed on 26th day of
November every year through prayer of thanks to God.
President Abraham Lincoln declared last Thursday of
November as the Thanksgiving celebration and a national
holiday. In 1941 US congress has set the fourth Thursday
of November every year as the Thanksgiving celebration.

How "Thanksgiving” is celebrated today:

Today Thanksgiving is celebrated to give thanks for every-
thing we are thankful for throughout the year.

Thanksgiving is the biggest family event for the American
people and a secular holiday tradition. Family members
usually gather in one place- usually in their parent's house
or one of family-members' house. Even the ones- who are
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unable to or usually do not visit family members during
Christmas time- make their best effort to be together during
Thanksgiving holidays. A fraditional Thanksgiving meal
together with all the family members is the part of the main
celebration of Thanksgiving. Turkey meat is the main attrac-
tion of Thanksgiving meal. Along with turkey ham- stuffing-
mashed potatoes- gravy- sweet potatoes (yam)- cranberry
sauce- green bean casserole- corn- turnips- dinner rolls-
pecan or pumpkin pie are some of the main traditional dish-
es for Thanksgiving meal. There is also a Thanksgiving Day
parade.

Canadians also celebrates Thanksgiving but on a different
day (in October) and also based on a separate (Canadian)
historical context.

New Year's Eve Lighted-Ball Drop

How did New Year's Eve lighted-ball drop become a tradi-
tion?

Americans began celebrating New Year's Eve in Time
Square- New York City as early as 1804. But in the year
1807- a ball made of wood and iron lighted with 100 of 25
watt bulbs which was 5 feet in diameter and weighed 700
pounds was dropped from a flag pole at midnight in front of
One Time Square. Since then it has become a tradition. The
hall- the pole and dropping celebration went through many
changes since then.

Recently in the year 2000- for new millennium celebration-
the ball was designed through Waterford Crystal weighed
1-070 pound and 6-foot in diameter. Since then- the ball has
been a crystal one. In 2007 the electronics manufacturer
Phillips replaced the halogen lighting on the ball with LED
lighting. In 2008 it was further enhanced with LED lights
with 16.7 million colors and special effects in order to cele-
brate the 100 years of hall dropping in Time Square. The
crystal ball descents 77 feet over the course of 1 minute
and comes to rest at the bottom of the pole at 12:00:00 AM.

New Years Eve is celebrated throughout the world. It is the
final day of year according to Gregorian calendar and the
evening before the New Year's Day. New Years Eve is cel-
ebrated with music- parties and gathering- drinking and
dancing and socializing spanning the transition unto a new
year at midnight. New Year's Day is a national holiday in the
United States and a day of major social event. Families cel-
ebrate feasting- dining and wining- singing and dancing;
while many people join theirs friends in banquet halls-
clubs- restaurants and cafés for celebration. In America-
among other hotspots- Time Square in New York City is the
biggest attraction for New Years Eve celebration. At the tick
of midnight- a huge lighted ball is dropped from above as
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people cheer in joy embracing the joy and hope for the one
more new year to come as they are celebrating outside in
front of the Time Square. This wonderful eventis broadcast-
ed live throughout America so that people who celebrate at
home can enjoy watching live on TV.

Easter Bunny

First of all let us make it clear that in Christian liturgy- Easter
(or the Pascha or Resurrection Day) is an important reli-
gious feast. This day is celebrated with prayer and joy to
remember the ascension of Jesus the Christ into heaven
after his bodily death on earth.

In America often a folklore character of Easter bunny is
associated with Easter celebration primarily for Children's
amusement. Easter Bunny just like the Santa Claus does
not have any religious significance. Easter bunny is a lov-
able huggable bunny rabhit (stuffed animal- toy character)
that brings candy to the kids on Easter Sunday. Children
play game around the house- in the yard orin the park look-
ing for Easter eggs (supposedly Easter bunny's egg. Go fig-
urell} which often contains candy or small toy.

Where does the Easter Bunny come from?

To make long story short- Easter Bunny comes from
Germanic mythical folklore. In this folklore story Eostre was
the name of the fertility goddess who in an attempt to heal
a litle bird- turned it into a bunny which then laid an egg to
give her as a gift. Around the spring time when Christian
church used to celebrate "Pascha” (ascension of Christ in
heaven after resumrection)-it coincided with the month of
"Eostur-monat” in ancient Germanic calendar named after
Eostre. Therefore even after old Europe was evangelized
with Christianity- people hold on to some of their ancient tra-
ditions and called the "Pascha" as Easter and kept the story
alive of Easter bunny for children's amusement.

As | mentioned elsewhere- Easter bunny and the mythical
story of ancient Eostre has nothing to do with Christianity-
just like Santa Claus- Christmas tree- Mistletoe- Hallowing
etc have nothing to do with the religion of Christianity.
These are purely traditions that came from other ancient
traditions and cultures.

Some modern apologists also present the argument that
since Catholic church prohibited eating eggs (protein) dur-
ing lent which of course used to be followed more rigorous-
ly in the past and was also enforced by the church- so after
lent during Easter eating eggs in abundance was a ritual.
To me this argument is as much reliable as the story of the
bunny!
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Independence Day Fireworks

Independence Day celebrated on 4th July is America's
Birthday. In the year 1776- on this day- the United States of
America was horn by declaring independence from the
colonial power of Great Britain. This day commemorates
the Declaration of Independence- authored primarily by
Thomas Jefferson in 1776 in Philadelphia- Pennsylvania.

Even though 4th July is celebrated as America's
Independence Day- Declaration of Independence was nei-
ther signed on 4th July nor the act of declaring independ-
ence took place on that day; in fact it was not signed until
late August that year. But it was generally agreed 4th July
to be celebrated as the Independence Day since it was
adopted by the congress on 4th July. The congress voted to
declare independence from Great Britain on July 2 which
was about a year after the beginning of American
Revolutionary War against colonial power of Great Britain
and adopted the Declaration of Independence on 4th July.
Also even though Declaration of Independence took place
in Pennsylvania- the state of Pennsylvania in fact voted
against the independence (but 9 out of original 13 states
voted for independence).

How did the independence Day celebration start?

In 1777- thirteen gun salutes were fired to celebrate the
Independence Day in Bristol Rhode Island and it was cele-
brated in the following years in US as well. In 1870 US con-
gress made Independence Day an unpaid holiday for feder-
al employees. Finally in the year 1931 congress made
Independence Day a paid national holiday.

How people celebrate Independence Day now:

People celebrate Independence Day with fireworks-
parades- barbeques- picnics- concerts and games.
Independence Day is celebrated throughout United States
with patriotic displays and events. Fireworks of grand scale
are often arranged near many metropolises. Many small
communities and townships also amrange firework displays-
street fair music and other public events. Firework displays
are often accompanied with patriotic songs such as nation-
al anthem ("The Star-Spangled Banner")- "God Bless
America"™- "America the Beautiful” etc.

Halloween

First and foremost Halloween is not a national holiday and
it is not a religious celebration. Christianity as religion has
nothing to do with celebration of Halloween. Halloween is a
traditional celebration where children dress up in spooky
dresses and go door to door to trick-or-treat to collect can-
dies- decorate their yard with scarecrows- scary characters-
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curved pumpkins- dried corns- haystacks- broomsticks- spi-
der nets etc.

This is one of the most fun filled day for the children (and oh
yes- for the candy sellers!). But this is also the most contro-
versial tradition amongst more conservative and religious
minded people. Halloween is celebrated on October 31
every year.

Where does the Halloween celebration come from?

European ancestors- as some articles suggest- Irish immi-
grants brought this tradition to America. This is the celebra-
tion after the annual harvest time. Scarecrow- dried com-
pumpkin and haystack all symbolize farming and harvest.
But being scary listening to scary stories or going to haunt-
ed house- decorating with broomsticks- witches- spider nets
etc also are part of the tradition- because during this harvest
fest- in pre-Christian time- people also used to celebrate
spirits (Unseen counterpart of body in non-religious term). |
suppose by dressing up as or by seeing a witch- ghost or a
spooky character- can take a lot of the scare away from
within people's mind!

Though the modem name for this day derived from All
Hallows' Even or All Saints Day which is a Christian feast-
Halloween itself predates Christianity and was celebrated
by pre-Christian era ancient Europeans as a harvest festi-
val where they used to believe in both scaring away and
also heing scared by evil spirit during harve st festival

Does Halloween have religious significance?

No- Halloween does not have any religious significance. It
so happened to be- Halloween is celebrated on the day
before the liturgical celebration of Christian "All Saints' Day"
(November 1) and two days before "All Souls Day"
(November 2). But "All Saints Day" and "All Souls' Day" are
entirely separate from it because Halloween is a secular tra-
ditions and fun filled harvest time celebration. Christian "All
Saints' Day" and "All Souls' Day"- are celebrated by praying
for the departed souls; these are the days of contemplation-
not celebration- therefore total opposite of the purpose of
Halloween. These holy days are about remembering the
deceased and praying to God for their souls. Christianity
sees God as good Spirt (or Holy Spirit)- though in
Christianity bad spirit or evil spirit exists which is referred to
as satan in the Holy Bible. In Christianity- evil spirit is never
celebrated. "All Saints' Day" and "All Souls' Day" are to pray
for departed souls of other deceased people and to pray to
good Spirit which is God- not to celebrate bad spirit
Therefore Halloween has nothing to do with religion of
Christianity or Christian faith or the church at all. (All
Christian denominations respect Saints- though some do
not accept that Saints can intercede (be mediator) for the
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people. This discussion is not in the scope of this article-
therefore I'll skip. Despite any denominational viewpoint dif-
ferences- all denominations agree that Halloween has noth-
ing to do with religion of Christianity).

But most people find there is nothing wrong by gefting into
a different and/or spooky character and thus by having
some fun for a day.

Valentine's Day Celebration
Where does Valentine's Day come from?

Valentine's Day is named after Saint Valentine. Though the
day is named after a Christian Saint- the celebration itself
has nothing to do with the religion of Christianity (its' scrip-
ture and doctring). Surprisingly "Saint Valentine" refers to
several martyred saints in ancient Rome. One of the Saint
Valentine whose feast is celebrated on that day according
to Christian liturgical calendar- was buried in Rome in
February 14-

How Valentine's Day is celebrated:

Valentine's Day is celebration of love which is primarily cel-
ebrated by exchanging flowers- gifts- cards or wishes
among the romantic partners such as hushand and wife-
couple engaged to be married- boyfriend and girlfiend- etc.
Though Valentines Day is celebrated in many countries in
the world- there are variations in how it is celebrated. For
example in Norfolk- UK a character named Jack Valentine
leaves sweets for the children at the door steps. In Wales-
it is celebrated on January 15- in Romania February 24- in
Finland and in places in South America like in Guatemala it
is called Friendship Day- in Turkey it is called "Sweetheart's
Day"- in Brazil it is celebrate in summer (June 12). In Japan
gifts are often exchanged amongst co-workers on
Valentine's Day.

Other Holidays and Important Days

Besides the above there are number of important holidays
such as: Martin Luther King Day (3rd Monday in January)-
President's Day (3rd Monday of February)- Memorial Day
(Last Monday in May)- Labor Day (1st Monday in
September)- Columbus Day (2nd Monday in October)-
Veteran's Day (November 11)- Mother's Day (2nd Sunday
of May)- Father's Day (3rd Sunday of June)- etc.
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Probashi Bengali Christian Ass

The Road to Sunset

Blin Gonsalves

Life is all about time. Twenty forty sixty - and age
keeps catching up with us. Life essentially- is regres-
sive in nature. It take back what it gives unto us. The
ways of life are not fair. Verily- a human baby arrives
in the world with a cry. Yet it is endowed with the most
precious thing in God's world — the human spirit. It is
this spirit that finds hope in disappointment- duty in
distress- and sees light in the sunset. Every part of life
has its own charms. The human baby finds love in its
mothers bosom. It is the sweetness of this sensation
that inspires us to engage in the pursuit of joy and
happingss. We discover love and the denial of love.
The toddler takes the first step and utters and the first
word. It is the blissful state of human life. The baby- as
it grows- understands its importance- and understands
well into youth that these are the golden times of our
lives. Nostalgia becomes a lifelong trait. By and by we
become what we are. As the baby comes of age it
understands that there has 1o be an effort for every-
thing. A judgment to stand up to- an accountability to
answer. Some plod through life- some become the
children of wrath-

and some become heroes. It is the time that sees the
birth of the spirit of enterprise and the power of the
will. The many experiences they encounter- the many
trials they face- make them or break them. For our
friends our faces do not change. We remember each
other by our faces well into our old age. Such friends
of youth are the gems of our lives and remain a life-
long enchantment.

It is grace that adds beauty and sense to life- whether
one is twenty or sixty or be it eighty. The gifts we bring
into life- however bloom in youth. It is vitality that
endows it with freshness. But the many gifts of youth
decline with age. Be it beauty- vigour or mental sharp-
ness. The loss hurts in more than one way- socially-
professionall- mentally and- indeed- physically.
Nostalgia compounds the despair -- in situations when
the aging drop out- or in its extremity are shut of the
mainstream. Every age has its share of woe. It is not
only the aging who are traumatized by circumstances
of life. “If men are sensible and good-tempered- old
age is easy enough to bear: if not youth as well as age
is a burden." Many- therefore- say that grace that goes
with wisdom comes with age. Aging is part of life- as
youth is. The brooding or the lamentation that comes
with aging is afraid that there is little left. Wonder lies
the sunset where death is waiting for its prey. It is not
death but dying- with its many forms of suffering- that
is dreaded. Death is our destiny. It is natural that the
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aging leam to live with the thought of death. When it
comes- it robs remorselessly. Death will come when it
will come. It is not only the aging and the old whom it
hunts. An angle of a child is lost to leukemia. A young
bride is run-over by bus in front of her of her house. A
teenage girl is lost to human beasts. The only differ-
ence is that they did not see it coming. But the old and
the aging see it coming.

The human spirit does not succumb but carmries on
with the many duties of life- with the joys that bloom
around and the many pursuits that invite. It is the pride
in the human spirit that keeps the effort alive. The
duties are many- to the family- to the society- and to
the country. To speak of the joys of life they are always
in bloom for the eyes that seek. The human spirit is
the greatest of all virtues. The joumey is the business
of etemity. They thrive well that celebrate and cherish
the human spirit. Let the sunset come when it will
come.
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Probiashi Ear]gau Christan Associzfion.

St. Gregory's High School- a reflection

Dr. Chowdhury Ishrag Uz Zaman

IT was during cne of my recent /
trips to Bangladesh that | visited

Saint Gregory's High School. K
has been 35 years now that | had
walked out through the gates of
my school for the [ast time. Only
once- since then- do | remember
having returned to the warm
embrace of my alma mater for the
100th anniversary celebrations. |
therefore- and quite rightly- con-
sidered myself as guilty as any-
one who ignores his very roots
and quite wantonly forgets where
he rose from. This frip to Saint [
Gregory's was thus an attempt at
redeeming me of that guilt.

fathomless well of Time.
Shabbir Ahmed Imtiaz- my chlld- A =
hood friend from our days at St
Gregory's was quick to offer to
accompany me- and to arrange
for the transport Here- perhaps
was another Gregorian suffering from guilt similar to mine
and looking for atonement himself.

With the car shaking its way through the snarl of Old Dhaka
traffic at the pace of a snail- | had all the time in the world to
spak in the familiar sights of yesteryear. In the blink of an
eye | am fransported into a2 packed rickety “Town 2A
Service® bus incessantly blowing its familiar foghorn as it
makes its way to Victoria Park (later renamed Bahadur
Shah Park).

| am suddenly shaken out of my blissful reminiscence as
Shabhbir asks- “Remember Victoria Park?”...How could | for-
get Victoria Park? How could | ever forget getting off the
bus at Victoria Park every moeming on way to school and the
instinctive glance at the clock of the Armenian Church. .. will
| be able to squeeze in a quick game of basketball or hang-
ball before assembly?

Luxmi Bazaar Road in front of the school is not quite the
same anymore. More people and more rickshaws make
everything look so much more crowded - so different. Gone
also is the very familiar and traditional-looking Municipal
Corporation building right across from the school a land-
mark we had come to accept as universal.

My eyes are instinctively drawn to a corner right outside the
school gates...my heart seems to know what | am looking
for...but | don't see the old bearded jhaalmuri-wala standing

cmeEAr 359 FedT - TEHE ook

\ there- selling his mouth-watering
spicy puffed rice. Thirty five years
later- he is not expected to be
there. But | do believe that if |
could tum the clock back that
many years- he would immediate-
ly reappear at that corner and sell
me his jhaalmur with a lot of
kashondi (mustard) (the way |
always liked it). | feel a strange
/| heaviness in my chest.

The familiar drone of countless
chatter greets us as we enter the
school yard. “Look- Shabbir! The
cycle stands are stil herel” We
walk up to the church which is
now barricaded by a steel fence.
One thing is certain no one can
sit on the steps anymore under
the bell tower and share stories
during lunch break- like we often
did.

Shahbir and | enter the large cen-

— ftral hall of the Main Building the
very heart of St. Gregory's a place we would visit at least
once everyday (even if our class was in another building)
because it had- among other things- the library and the
notice boards.

It was the notice hoards- in particular- that we were always
attracted to because they announced everything- from
those as heartening as “Rainy day No school’ to attractive
gifts (that were up for grabs) pinned onto the notice board
by Brother Hobart.

| am forced by the child in me to scamper up to one of the
notice boards for a closer look it is not a rainy day today
Brother Hobart's gifts are not there anymore. Standing
there- 3540 years later- | can almost smell the sweet pun-
gent aroma of a cigar- and almost feel a familiar punch on
my am as a resounding voice booms above me- “Ki
Koros?® (“What are you doing?”). | tum my head and look
up Brother Hobart Pieper is not there.

The deafening silence of the main hall nearly knocks me
over; the sound of multitude familiar footsteps made all the
more prominent by their very absence. | tum to look around
the haunting emptiness of a place once bustling with life hits
home... as | realize that this place is now abandoned.

I am informed that since a new massive building was being
constructed- everything was in the process of being moved
out of the older edifice to prepare to tear it down. It was not
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only saddening but also distressing to realize that this
majestic structure that had nurtured countless young buds
of talent for more than a century- helping them to bloom into
the movers and shakers of this country- was to be disem-
boweled and then destroyed.

And so | take my time looking around; faking in all those
familiar features we hold so dear...the arched doors- the
stained-glass windows- the statue of Saint Gregory- the
steel beams holding up the ceiling- the crack in the paint
and every intimate curve- corner nook- niche and cranny of
St Gregory's High School...that | will perhaps never see
again.

My attention is instinctively drawn to the door of the
Teachers' Room across the hall. | can almost see our teach-
ers...Mr. Peter D'Costa (wearing the familiar salmon-col-
ored shirt- always a size larger)- Mr. N. K. Sarker (in his
immaculate white 'dhoti'y Mr. Nicholas Rozario (looking as
sharp as a scout master should)- Mr. N. C. Sutradhar and a
few others walking out... books and attendance register in
hand- as they make their way to our classrooms where we
are raising hell between periods.

Shabhir and | then wander into the smaller hall further down
from the main hall where the library used to be. The mas-
sive shelves and the hundreds of books have all been
removed. The room looks as bare as a fiower robbed of its
color and fragrance. Quite surprisingly- though- the small
desk at the comer meant for issuing books is still there. |
touch it lightly as | try to travel back in time...imagining that
| am waiting there as the librarian puts the 'retum-date
stamp' on books about airplanes- ships- trains or planets
that | am taking home to read.

Opening into the library area (right at the bottom of the
stairs) is Class 9 with its saloon-style swinging doors. | was
in this very class exactly thirty seven years ago. The desks
and the benches are all gone. | walk inte an eerie silence
and a ghostly emptiness.

The familiar gray cement floor- the arched doors and the
blackboard (taking up most of one wall) stirs up recollec-
tions of a time long gone. | walk over to stand at the exact
spot where Sadeq once pulled out the bench from under
Azizur Rahman (almost twice his size) as we were all sitting
down after greeting our teacher and Azizur Rahman
promptly disappeared with a resounding thud. (Sadeq of
course- was thereafter made to stand on a bench for most
of the period by the teacher- for having pulled off a fast one
in his presence).

Synapses of old memories begin to crackle to life... and
from somewhere deep within- an ear-shattering chant wells
up in my head:

“Are you sleeping- are you sleeping-

Bro-ther Charles- Bro-ther Charles?
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Morning bells are ringing-
Morning bells are ringing-
Ding-Ding-Dong
Ding-Ding-Dong’

Obviously we are waiting for Brother Charles to come in to
teach us physics or chemistry and (in our opinion) making
best use of the couple of minutes that we have to ourselves.
Standing there in the middle of the classroom- | can almost
single out every adolescent voice of every class-friend of
ours (now scattered all over the word) who joins in the
chant. | instinctively glance at the swinging door...for any
moment now | expect the otherwise mild mannered and soft
spoken Brother Charles to barge in- livid with anger and
knock one of the swinging doors off its hinges with his fist
(like he once did)... Brother Charles Bibeau never arrives.

We walk out of the Main Building through a door leading out
to the side...and right there stands the water fountain. For
some strange reason (and to this day | have not been able
to explain why) we always seemed to drift toward the water
fountain and hover around it. One of the most obvious rea-
sons- | believe- was that there was water there and we
always seemed to be thirsty notably during a class.

A few paces away to one side of the fountain stands a
memorial dedicated to Mr. Peter D'Costa- Mr. N. C.
Sutradhar and Mr. D. N. Pal Choudhury three of our teach-
ers who left before their ime. | stand in front of the monu-
ment with reverence as | read the names of my teachers
from four decades ago. Somewhere deep within- | get the
feeling of three pairs of eyes looking down on me with kind-
ness and warmth - and then touching my heart with a fond-
ness and affection that is as ovemowering as it is over-
whelming.

As | stand there under the blazing sun- a floodgate seems
to open with a deluge of names from the past Brother
Robert Hughes CSC- Brother Hobart Pieper CSC- Mr. N. K.
Sarker- Mr. 8. R. Chaudhury- Brother Charles Bibeau CSC-
Mr. Kamil Ali- Mr. Nicholas Rozaric and others we will never
see again- however much we may wish to.

If there was any way that | could get my voice to travel
across the intangible web of Time- or the ethereal houndary
that separates the living from the dead- | would assure them
that countless glorious monuments have been dedicated to
each and every one of them....in every country and in every
corner of this world that every Gregorian standing today is
a living monument immortalizing their unwavering sincerity-
dedication and perseverance and will continue to be so for
generations to come.

(Dr. Chowdhury Ishrag Uz Zaman writes from Ottawa-
Canada)
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My Determined Aspirations
Maria Rozario (Palkie)- Woodbridge- VA

Life is like that one jar of jellybeans which you could never
fully estimate. It is as unpredictable as the English weather.
Who knew that | would grow up in America and one day be
able to vote for the commander in chief of the United
States? | was a typical four year old- born and brought up in
Dhaka- Bangladesh. Being 2 minority in our own nation was
never very fulfilling for me and my family. My father sought
for us a better life in a country where opportunities stemmed
from the littlest of bulbs. Bangladesh is an ovemopulated
nation- with the size of the state of Wisconsin. It has a huge
population of 130 millin people- mostly of Islamic faith. The
state religion is also Islam. |- however- am a staunch
Christian. Religious tolerance is a trait not many countries
have in common. There are many evidences towards
churches being vandalized and bombed in Bangladesh.
Lets not forget to mention crucifixes being scorched inte
mere ashes. This is not the cause of our immigration how-
ever. We [ove Bangladesh with all our hearts. It will now and
forever be my motherland. Proudly- | can claim my father's
role in endangering his life to free our land from unwanted
rule. So why did we leave the country for which my father
took up ams to free our helpless people? The reason is
very simple. It is the reason for which America is such arich
blend of cultures. The United States is the land of milk and
honey. My father wanted a better life for his wife and three
daughters. He brought us here so we can one day excel to
the highest point of our potential without being discriminat-
ed for whatever reason. It was a bold and adventurous
move but the pot at the end of the rainbow was worth tak-
ing the risk.

The inevitable challenge came after the never end-
ing journey. Like always- in order to reach your goal- one
must face many difficulties along the way. When we armived-
it was as if we had entered a magical land. America
sparkled with luxury and beauty at every comer. Just the
opportunity to see something new and exciting was reason
enough to wake up for me. However- my reason to wake up
bright and early seemed to fade not long after. Surely every
kid despises waking up early to go to school- but it was
much more agenizing for me than any other kindergartner.

Unfortunately- due to our living right in the heart of
D.C- | had no choice but to go to Oyster Bilingual
Elementary School. It was the closest to our house and "for-
tunately” had room for me to enroll. Imagine having to learn
two languages at the same time. It was hard enough hav-
ing to learn English- but having to learn Spanish simultane-
ously was simply painful. All the other kids were already
advanced which made me feel extremely helpless. | was a
four year old girl in a land far- far away from home- without
any knowledge on how to communicate with my peers and
teachers. All | could do was cry. Tears burned down my face
as | watched my mother leave- disheartened- every mom-
ing. | would cry myself {o sleep during nap time and cry
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when | had to go to the restroom- without being able to form
my emotions inte words. | was so desperately in need of
attention and comfort.

The mockery from the other children stabbed me
like sharp needles. | couldn't always understand what the
were saying- but human nature is crystal clear. Their sav-
age gestures and facial expressions revealed the cruelty
within. Teachers weren't as patient and kind in contrast to
meeting them the first day. As time went on- they grew tired
of my constant need for repetition and visual aides. Despite
all the hurdles along the way | began sprinting to catch up
with the rest of the crew. | pushed myself to learn both lan-
guages at the same time while keeping alive my native
tongue. I'm not the greatest multi-tasker- but | leamed that
with a little ambition and a dash of aspiration- even a four
year old can become trilingual in less than four menths.

Gefting my mouth to seal shut was impossible! |
would constantly sing songs in Spanish and then translate
them in English for my parents. It was easier for the rest of
my family to adjust because they were all fluent in English.
I- however- struggled and got the real doze of how it is like
being completely oblivious in a foreign land. 1 do not rue this
experience in any way. It shaped me for the upcoming
events in my life. | learned how to strive for a goal and real-
ized that | have the drive to fulfill anything my heart truly
wishes to accomplish. In fact- facing this challenge at such
a young age was beneficiary for me. | leamed that my
strengths involved striving for a quick fix when it came o
challenges. | did not let the tears that had once filled my vis-
age get in the way of my need to catch up with the natives.

Those who were once my enemy had soon
changed their perspective when it came to judging me. |
also found in myself a weakness- which | honestly do
regret. The children who had been inconsiderate to me
were never able to find a place in my heart This was prob-
ably due to my age being the period of "black and white".
They had once been cruel and unkind to me- which made
me dislike them. Now | realize that holding grudges is com-
pletely 2 waste of time. | would not have been as unforgiv-
ing if | had the chance to relive that experience. Who
knows- maybe | could have been good friends with some of
them. However- this lack of harmony enforced the feeling of
competition in me. | endeavored to prove to those who
found me incompetent- that | can do even better than them
if 1 try. Competition is a tool to achieve- though too much
competition can consume one to unhealthy situations.
There is a limit to everything good in this world of ours- but
its up to us to set the limits which can enable us to soar to
any peak we desire.

"A small body of determined spirits- fired by an
unguenchable faith in their mission- can alter
the course of history." -Mchandas Gandhi
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Joanna Victoria Gomes (Adi)
DOB: Nov 07,2008

Father: Juel Gomes (Adi)

Mother: Lata Gomes (Adi)

Y -

Ishaan Mathew Gomes
DOB: Aug 14,2008
Father: Joseph Gomes
Mother: Roselyn Gomes
Carle Place, Long Island

New York

Y -

Angelina C. Rozario

(Goon Goon)

DOB:Feb 01,2008

Father: Xavier Tushar Rozario
Mother: Katherine Subarna Rozario
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It is with great pleasure that we announce that our son,
Lucan Thomas Rodrigues, graduated from St. George's
University School of Medicine in May, 2008. He
graduated as a member of the distinguished Honor
Society lota Alpha Epislon and ranked Ninth in his
graduating Class of over 500 medical students. He is
currently doing is Residency in Internal Medicine at
Winthrop University Hospital in Mineola, Long Island,
We request your blessings and prayer that God will
guide him in his career to be a caring, compassionate
and brilliant Physician. We are proud of him and wish
him continued success as a Doctor of Medicine.

Kingsley & Clare (Sheba) Rodrigues
(Parents of Lucan T. Rodrigues)

Congratulations to John Romeo Gomes,
Who, along with four other students from Hofstra
University, has been chosen for an accelerated Masters
of Science Degree Program Fall Semester 2009 with a
Full Scholarship,
Having scored a 27 on his MCATs (Medical College
Admissions Test) he will complete his Masters of
Science in Forensic Psychology within only one year at
the Hofstra University School of Liberal Arts and
Sciences. and then go on to study Forensic Psychiatry at
New York University School of Medicine.
The Katherine and William Hofstra Memorial
Scholarship is endowed to only five students during the
course of the academic year on an annual basis and John
Romeo Gomes is the youngest recipient this year in his
academic class year.
It is his aspiration to become a Forensic Psychiatrist and
work with the Federal Bureau of Investigations,
Best wishes to him and he thanks you all for vour
prayers.

Jibone & Jolly Gomes

(Parents of John R. Gomes)

\ A

k: 97 Romaine Ave. Jersey City, NI 07306 )

Shubro (Dominic) Cricket Dream

| Since he was a kid he dreamed about becoming a cricket player. He was so crazy

~
- Chitra (Ma)

« about cricket that he didn't care about anything else, even me, While he was studying
. at Holy Cross High School, he used to go to Hashnabad Missionary field with his

friends. When he came to America, he thought his dream was over. But by a turn of
events, he resumed playing cricket in high school. Since then he was very happy.
Because of his past experiences, he became a captain in the team. Later, his team won
the PSAL (Public School Athletic League) championship. His name spread all over
newspapers and websites like The Daily News, and Cricket International. Also he did
a lot of interviews for his achievements. Because of his courage, responsibility and a
good leadership skill, he was selected to play US National U-19 Championship in
Florida. He went to Florida for a week and came back with a big smile on his face
because his team won the U-19 Cricket Champion. | didn't think he would go that far
playing cricket in America. His achievements proved that he could continue playing
and become someone important in the Cricket history.
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Christopher
and
Barnadette Joya Quiah
July 05, 2008
Queens, NY
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Edward

and

Rosie D'Costa
August 30, 2008
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Lucas

and

Christina
Manhattan, NY

Christopher
and

Lila Rozario
Sunrise, Florida

Philip Gabriel

and

Elizabeth Lila Gomes
Corona, New York
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